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Foreword

FOREWORD
Unconscious humor is something like an unexpected dividend-it lifts the spirit and, for an
instant of time, puts a smile on the greyest hour
or day.
All of us, no matter what we do, cherish some
few tales of acts committed, or things said
which, in their incongruity, produce that rarest
of all things-pure, unbelieving, unmitigated
glee.
In most human endeavor, these are private
treasures, restricted to the few who were present, or those whose relationship to the time,
place and person involved, gives them the special knowledge needed for appreciation.
The entertainer is more exposed. In the theatre, a few hundred may be on hand when the
hero or villain, take your choice, puts his foot
in his mouth. I did it once in college. As the
villain in the annual college Dramatic Club
play-put on, mind you, in the very respectable
12

small Boston theater, with an invitation to the
public to attend-I had one climactic second
act line, "Now, we have them caught like a rat
in a trap." It came out, "Now, we have them
caught like a trap in a rat." It is a little gem of
unconscious hilarity that even I have come to
chuckle over as the years pass. But, after all,
it was, and still is, shared with just a few.
BUT in television and radio, we have the ultimate in the glass house, and the bloopers, fluffs,
flubs and boners are rightfully the possessions
of all of us. There is no chance in either radio
or television to call back and repair the damage,
at least on live programs, which are the most
numerous. The boner, flub, fluff or blooper
belongs to every one who heard or saw it or
who is a member of that vast family finding
relaxation before screen or loud speaker.
This is a catalogue of the unintended indiscretions before camera and microphone, to lift
the spirit again and put a smile upon the hour.
The wonder is that there are so few. But,
thank heaven for these-for these moments of
pure, unbelieving glee.
JOHN DALY

STRIKE IT RICH

O

I, /

/

N "STRIKE IT RICH," popular television program produced by Walt Framer, Warren
Hull, Master of Ceremonies, interviewed a five
year old child whose father was in the United
States Army serving in Korea. She wanted to
Strike it Rich for an apartment where she
would have her own bedroom; whereupon the
surprised Hull asked: "With Daddy away in
Korea, isn't the apartment you live in with
Mommy big enough?" The child's reply was,
"During the week I sleep in the bedroom with
Mommy, but on the week-ends, when Uncle
Charlie comes, they make me sleep on a cot in
the kitchen. Anyway, he's not really my uncle."

RADIO STORY TELLER

and as his trusty little donkey
carried Quixote up the road, he could see the
gates of the city ahead. Don Quixote'S excitement rose as he contemplated the knightly adventures that awaited him." (Time running
out) " ... and there we leave Don Quixote, sitting on his ass, until tomorrow at the same
time." James S. Morris, KOAC, Corvallis, Ore.
NARRATOR: " •••
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GANGSTER:

Yo ur Slip Is Showing

Your Slip Is Showing

DRAMATIC PROGRAM

COMMERCIAL CONTINUITY FOR
WONDER BREAD

"Okay you rat, I've got you covered and now I'm going to drill
ya."

"And Dad will love Wonder Bread's delicious
flavor too. Remember it's Wonder Bread for
the breast in bed."

COMPLETE SILENCE
GANGSTER:

(Realizing that the sound effects
man has run into trouble)
"On second thought I'm going to
slit your throat."

Two SHoTs-The sound man had located his
trouble. Chuck Cecil~ KFL W~ Klamath Falls"
Ore.

SCIENCE PROGRAM

On "EXPLORING THE UNKNOWN," a science program, Andre Baruch reading a commercial
for a large corporation, called it "the largest
producers in the United States of Magnoosium.
Aleeminum, and Stool."

• •
BASEBALL INTERVIEW
NEW ANNOUNCER

When Pat Adelman, program director of Station KNOW, Texas, finished preparing the
day's schedule, he left it in the control room.
Later he made a change-instead of Les Brown's
orchestra, he substituted a religious program
which was to originate from N. Y. He scratched
out Les Brown's and wrote over it, Yom Kippur. When the new announcer came on shift,
he picked up the schedule and exhorted his listeners to "Stay tuned for the dance music of
Yom Kippur's Orchestra."

In a radio interview, Yogi Berra, Yankee
catcher, after the first day as a Yankee, was
asked how he enjoyed getting two hits. Yogi
quickly corrected the interviewer and said it
was three hits. The announcer apologized and
said he read two hits in the box score in the
sports section of his newspaper. However, the
omission of the third hit must have been a
typographical error.
" Hell no, it was a clean single to left," replied
Yogi.

Your Slip Is Showing
TIME SIGNAL

An announcer picked up a script one day and
read it exactly as it was handed to him. It was
a Bulova commercial, the standard time signal,
with some additions to be made at appropriate
times. Here is what the listeners heard:"It's 8 P.M. Bulova Watch Time. On Christmas, say Merry Christmas; on New Year's say
Happy New Year." He read everything on the
page. Owen Jordon) actor.

*

'*

*

PRESIDENTIAL SPEECH

HARRY
VON ZELL:

"Ladies and Gentlemen, the
President of the United States,
Hoobert Heever."

*

*

'*

NEWS BROADCAST

"The governor this week is hunting beer, er, I
mean bear, (fluster~d), well, that is with his
clothes on, in the Colorado Mountains. N orman Sturges, KGKL) San Angelo) Texas.

'*

*

THIS IS NEW YORK

Bill Leonard, M C of his own program on CBS
called "This Is New York," in his introduction
of Joe E. Brown, neatly said-"Meet Joe E.
Brown, currently starving in Harvey."

PHIL BAKER: "Name a noisy fruit, like celery."
SAILOR:
"-Beans!"

20
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NEWS COMMENTATOR

Bud Collyer, popular radio and television
master of ceremonies, relates the one about one
of radio's best known news commentators. The
newscaster hadn't gone over his news material in
advance this particular evening. He was reading a news item about a prize winning dog who
had been crated and shipped from one city to
another. It seemed that the valued dog got his
tail caught in the crate. The tail apparently
was removed, and the irate owner sued for
$10;000 in damages. The commentator unhesitatingly said: "That's a lot of money for a
piece of tail."
There was a moment of silence while he mulled
that one over.

'*'
MR. KEENE TRACER OF LOST PERSONS

ANNOUNCER: "We now bring you "Mister
Keene, loser of traced persons."

'*'

'*'

LOCAL NEWS

A local news announcer reported on an accident that befell a citizen of the town while he
was making griddle cakes. "Jones' hand was
burned when he laid it on a hot girdle." John
Sinclair~ WBRW~ Welch~ W. Va.

21

RED FACE

John Cameron Swayze, one of our ace TV newsmen, introduced a columnist, famous for her
advice to the lovelorn. He called her, "The
great woman communist."

WAR BOND RALLY

When Walter Pidgeon appeared for a local bond
drive, he was greeted by the president of the
Drive, who was thrilled at the thought of meeting a movie star. The result of his excitement
was the following: "Mr. Privilege, this is indeed
a pigeon."

'*'

'*'

QUIZ PROGRAM

QUIZMASTER: "What is the Taj Mahal?"
CONTESTANT: (After hemming and hawing)
"I'm afraid I don't know."
QUIZMASTER: ''I'm awfully sorry, but you
should know that the Taj Mahal,
located in India, is the greatest
erection man has ever had for
~oman since time immemorial."
Bert Winn~ KGMB) Honolulu.
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DEMPSEY·DIMAGGIO FIGHT

Clem McCarthy conducted a sports quiz on
which he would re-enact big moments from famous sporting events. The contestant then an·
swered questions on the event. He began a
realistic description of a famous fight. At that
moment, the audience heard the crack of a bat,
and a crowd cheering a base hit. WRONG
SOUND RECORD.
MERRY CHRISTMAS

ANNOUNCER: "And now to conclude our pro·
gram of Christmas Carols, our
guest star will sing 'Come all Ye
Faithful,' by Adeste Fidelis."
Felix Knight~ WEAF~ New York.
SIX OF ONE-HALF DOZEN OF THE UDDER

This happened during "on the spot coverage"
of a flood. The announcer watched a cow in the
middle of the rising river. "There's a cow out
in the water and the water is up to her --"
His memory slipped and he couldn't think of
the word, udder. He revamped his description, "Well, she's deep in the water with the
milk still on top." William H. Hansen~ KIT~
Yakima) Washington.

Act It Out!
Mike Stokey,
Pantomime Quiz
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HEARD ON BBC IN ENGLAND

COMMERCIAL

ANNOUNCER: "This is the British Broadcasting
Corporation. The next program
comes to you from the bathroom
at Pump; pardon me, I mean the
Pumproom at Bath."

ANNOUNCER: "Don't forget to give your girl a
nice Gruen for Christmas."
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JINX FALKENBERG

Jinx Falkenberg, at the Knickerbocker Fusional
Dinner, accepted an award on behalf of Senator Kefauver who was unable to attend. When
introduced to Rudolph Halley, who made the
award, Jinx made a short speech and told Halley how impressed she was with the Kefauver
hearings on Television. She explained that she
watched the proceedings while ill. She then
told Halley that she lay in bed and enjoyed him
very much.

'*'
NBC TELEVISION

Eloise McElhone introduced Ham Fisher, celebrated cartoonist, thusly: "And as Anchor Man
on our panel tonite, we have the nation's number one cartoonist, Ham Pisher, creator of Joe
Falooka."

""

'*'
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'*'

STATION DIFFICULTIES

Here's one you never heard. A station was suddenly cut off the air. The announcer, remembering past instances, dutifully switched on the
dead mike and said, "Ladies and gentlemen,
due to difficulties beyond our control, we are
off the air." It took three days to make him
understand why he wasn't heard.

'*'

""

""

HOME ECONOMICS PROGRAM

Tommy Dixon, announcer of "Quiz of Two
Cities," remembers a home economics program
he was emceeing for KHJ with Norma Young,
and the phrase was "CrackeQ. Crab Salad."
Three times it came out "crapped crap salad."
He finally had to serve lettuce and tomatoes
and let it go at that.

'*'

'*'

COMMERCIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

ANNOUNCER: "Ladies, does your husband wake
up in the morning feeling lustless, er, listless?" GFGP, Grand
Prairie, Alberta, Canada.

Your Slip Is Showing

~------~

RITA HAYWORTH

On a spot announcement plugging the new
technicolor movie "Salome," the following was
heard:
"Go to your neighborhood theatre to see Rita
Hayworth, whose Salami will take your breath
away."
'*'
GARDEN LADY PROGRAM

ANNOUNCER: (AFTER HAVING MIKE TROUBLE)
"Now, due to a mistake, 'City
Light' presents your garden lady,
Peggy Mahaffay." Burke Crosby~
KTBI~ Tacoma~ Washington.
'*'
GALEN DRAKE

Galen Drake, CBS radio personality, made what
could have been a very expensive fluff when he
did a new program on Station KFOX in Long
Beach, California.
He had been sponsored for a long period by
Richfield Oil and the client's name became
thoroughly implanted in his mind. The station
advised him that he had a new sponsor, Rich
Maid Creamery. On the very first program he
told housewives "be sure your refrigerator is
stocked up with a couple of quarts of Richfield
Oil for your babies."

FRIENDLY HOMEMAKER PROGRAM

ANNOUNCER: "And now we present our homely
Friendmaker."
T. w. Wassenberg,
KROW, Oakland, Cal.
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BREAKFAST WITH DOROTHY AND DICK

BASEBALL INTERVIEW

Dick to his young daughter Jill.
"Jill, climb up on my lap and
tell me, where is your little
brother Dickie?"

DICK:

"Oh, he's inside making eh-eh!"
Dick Kollmar, WOR, New York.

JILL:

RADIO CITY ANNOUNCER

Here's what comes of making poor hard-working announcers get up early in the morning. It
happened in the days when the National Broadcasting Company was comprised of the Red
Network and the Blue Network (now the American Broadcasting Company). Their facilities
were combined in Radio City, New York. One
morning, a bleary-eyed announcer dashed into
the studio just as he was to deliver his station
break. Pressing the monitor button, he declared to the world, "This is either the Red
Network or the Blue Network of the National
Broadcasting Company."

*

*

WORLD NEWS ROUNDUP

COMMENTATOR:

"All the world was thrilled with
the marriage of the Duck and
Doochess of Windsor."

29

Ford Bo~d was interviewing Lou Gehrig on
the Huskies Show. He said, "I understand you
now eat a healthy cereal in the mornings to
keep yourself in fine physical shape, Lou." He
expected Lou to come back with, "Oh, yes, I
always eat Huskies." Instead, Lou blurbed
"Yes, I eat Wheaties every morning."
,
P .S. Lou sent the check for the commercial
back to the sponsor. The sponsor returned the
check for double the amount.

*

*

ELEVEN O'CLOCK NEWS

"was phemoamal ... pheomelel ... phenelemen
... oh heck ... extraordinary!" Sheila Hassel,
CKNEW, New Westminster, B.C.

'"

'"

'"

MUSICAL QUIZ PROGRAM

During a panel discussion on music, Dr. Sigmund Spaeth noted tune detective and musicologist was asked by a student:
QUESTION:

"Why is it I'm always enthusiastic about the music of Johann
Strauss and . always sleep with
Aida?"

Your Slip Is Showing
BUTCH

Among soap opera favorites is "Pepper Young's
Family," the story of a closely knit family. It
has endeared listeners for its intimate homey
scenes. It was a bit of a shock to its fans to hear
Pepper, the hero of this epic, greet a little boy,
"Hello Bitch, er-Butch." Betty Wragge, NBC.
COMMERCIAL

ANNOUNCER: "Remember that bulk is important to the digestive tract to aid
in regular movement. Mother
should have a good stock of Kellogg's Pep so that you can have a
bowl every morning. Yes, kids,
be sure Mother is stopped up
with Kellogg's Pep."
'*'
PETER DONALD

Peter Donald, when Emceeing "Guess Who,"
on the Mutual Network, asked a contestant:
QUESTION:

"What do you do for a living?"

ANSWER:

"I go around picking up ladies
skirts."

When the roar of laughter from the audience
died down, he learned that he worked as a delivery man for a tailor.

LAUNDROMAT COMMERCIAL

ANNOUNCER: "Ladies who care to drive by, and
drop off their clothes, will receive prompt attention."
Earl Wilson
New York Post
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SOME YOLK

WANT ADS OF THE AIR

Heard on a husband and wife radio program.

ANNOUNCER: "Here's an employment opportunity. Wanted-young mangood hours-Acme Cafe-to wash
dishes, empty garbage cans,
$28.50 per week and all you can
eat." Harold Kaye, KMOX, St.
Louis.

HUSBAND: "The hen that laid double yolk eggs
will be exhibited at the New York
State Fair. However due to the excessive heat, the hen hasn't laid
since last Monday."
WIFE:

"This could happen to any of us."

'*'
MIDNIGHT NEWS

NEWSCASTER: "Our first report is from China.
For the first time in weeks, the
situation has grown less tense and
it seems as if the fighting forces
are going to reach an amicable
solution. It is good news to the
whole world to know that the
Chinese are breeding easier these
days." Frank Kingdon, WMCA.

*
HITS, RUNS AND ERRORS

ANNOUNCER: "We bring you Dodgers and Hammerstein hits." Dick Brown,
WOR.

*

*

33

*

BASEBALL PLAY BY PLAY

Joe Bolton, WPIX Weatherman, formerly a
baseball sportscaster, described an Ernie Koy
home run for the Newark Bears thusly: "Jesus
Christ! It's over the wall!" Poor Joe, carried
away by the excitement was nevertheless
canned. Alan Jay, WNYC, New York.

*

*

*

AMATEUR HOUR

A master of ceremonies of an amateur talent
program on a Midwest station was making obvious remarks about the unattractive female
contestant that he was interviewing. He asked
her if she took ugly pills. Her irate parents
phoned the station during the program and
demanded an apology. The MC fixed things
by apologizing thusly: "To the young lady's
parents that phoned in, I say, I'm sorry your
daughter is ugly." Ernie Kovacs, CBS.
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TV PANEL SHOW

Tony Canzoneri appeared as a panelist on the
Rube Goldberg TV show. The program featured cartoon charades, and panelists were supposed to guess sayings, book titles, movie titles,
etc., as they were drawn by Goldberg. Tony,
arriving late, was given an answer in advance,
to keep his average answers respectable. He
was told that the correct answer to one of the
charades was "poison ivy." Much to the embarrassment of everyone, he answered "poison ivy"
to the first question, the answer to which happened to be Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. He
raised his hand and answered "poison ivy" to
the second cartoon charade. The answer to this
was King Phillip III. And so on and on for
eight questions, he answered "poison ivy!" The
ninth cartoon showed a bottle of poison, and
ivy growing on the side of a building. Poor
Tony figured it was time to stop answering.
Cledge Roberts, TV director.

*

""

-- 0,1/

/

/

*

CROSLEY TV SET COMMERCIAL

ANNOUNCER: " .... and, Ladies, you'll be the
proud possessor of the largest
tube on the block. Think of it,
SIXTEEN INCHES! ! I" Grace
Albertson, WNBT.

RADIO BROADCAST OF FARM CONTEST

"~i~al results of the FFA contest are: Apple
pIckmg won by Dick Jones. Tractor driving
award to Jack Davis. One of our own girls Miss
Betty Smith, was chosen as the best hoer.:'
John Sinclair
WBRW, Welch, W. Va.
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UNCLE DON'S CHILDREN'S PROGRAM

PARADE DESCRIPTION

One lesson an announcer learns is to make sure
he is off the air before he makes any private
comments. But even the greatest sometimes
slip. A legend is Uncle Don's remark after he
had closed his famous children's program. He
thought his mike was cut off the air when he
said, "I guess that will hold the little bastards."

Sometimes, because of technical difficulties, an
announcer can't always be at the best vantage
point for an outdoor event. During a military
parade, the commentator, who was actually four
or five blocks away from the procession, tried
to convince his listeners that he was a good deal
closer. As the tanks rumbled down the street, a
trolley passed directly below him and the fellow got an inspiration. "And now, ladies and
gentlemen, one of Uncle Sam's mighty General
Sherman tanks is passing and I will point our
mike down the street so you can hear the terrific rumbling of this piece of scientific engineering." With the aid of the volume control
on the mike, the sound of the street car rumbling up the street really sounded convincinguntil the motorman rang the high pitched
ding-ding signal bell. Mal Baldwin, KFL W~
Kalmath Falls, Ore.

'*'
NEWS PROGRAM

NEWSCASTER: "It is the opinion of many observers, that in handling the situation, President Truman hit the
bull's eye on the nose." George
Stevens~ KNOW~ Austin~ Texas.
MUSIC QUIZ

Harry Salter, veteran band leader of "Stop the
Music" and "Name that Tune" fame, tells
about the lady contestant who was asked to
identify a popular tune which happened to be
"Flat Foot Floogie." The emcee of the program
tried every which way to give the contestant a
hint as to the correct answer. He said, "If you
walked the street all day, what would happen?"
"Oh, I know," the lady happily snapped back,
"I'd be a Flat Foot Floosie!"

37

'*'
COMMERCIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

ANNOUNCER: "At Smith's Department Store,
you will find everything for your
needs, ranging from toilet articles to a roll for your Brownie."
Allen Prescott, Wife Saver, NBC.

Your Slip Is Showing
DANTON WALKER

Hy Gardner and Danton Walker on "Twin
Views of The News" which originated from
New York and Miami, threw each other cues
for their various news items from the two cities.
Danton Walker, in the confusion of the first
night broadcast, said, "This is Hy Walker, I
mean Danton Gardner, I mean H y Gardner,
no Danton Walker, turning you over to Hy
Gardner in Miami, er, I mean New York."

JOHN

J.

ANTHONY HOUR

"Mr. Anthony, I have a problem. My husband
isn't talking to me or having anything to do
with me since his business fell off."

LIVE ANNOUNCER

Phil Irwin, winner of the 1945 H. P. Davis
Award, was announcing for KEX, Portland,
while that station played nothing but records.
One night he was announcing for a real "live"
show. It was a 60 voice choral symphony. Phil
gave a grandiose introduction of the group's
first number . . . and then, in conclusion, as
was the custom in the old days . . . he finished with "A RECORDING . . . "

BILL STERN: "Bertelli of Notre Dame is being
forced out of bounds by a host of
Army ticklers."

Your Slip Is Showing
YOUNG DOCTOR MALONE

MALONE:

"The doctor just fainted-he was
lechering the nurse, and passed
out." Charlotte Manson 7 actress.
'*' '*' '*'

BERTHA BRAINARD

Lanny Ross, popular radio and TV singer, recalls the one about the quick thinking of Bertha Brainard, one of radio's great pioneer
women. The program was the one that starred
Ed Wynn, as the Texaco Fire Chief. It went
something like this:
BRAINARD
"Where is Graham MacNa(on open mike): mee?"
"He went to tak e a pee. "
STAGEHAND:
CLIENT:
BRAINARD:

"What did he say?"
"Oh, he said he was going to
a tea."

'*'

'*'
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COMMERCIAL CONTINUITY FOR
FORD·FERGUSON

"Ford-Ferguson Cultivators have many attachments. The one most farmers will find useful is
a row-crop adjustment. Stop in at your farm
implement store next time you're in town, and
ask to see the Ford-Ferguson with the crowcrap cultivator." CKNX) Wingham~ Onto
'*' ,., *'
SPIRITUAL?

ANNOUNCER: "Yes, there is no doubt that
Stephen Foster was one of the
greatest, if not the greatest
writer of American folk music.
Hjs spirituals rank high among
the music the world likes best.
And now, Stephen Foster's immortal song, "Old Jack Blow."
A. T. Parkes) CKCW7 Moncton,
New Brunswick.

'*'

TEXAS ANNOUNCER

A hillbilly singer, Cecil Gill, was scheduled to
sing, "There's An Empty Cot in the ,~un~
House Tonight." The announcer fluffed CecIl
Gill, the Yodeling Country Boy, will now sing,
"There's An Empty Bunk in the Cathouse
Tonight." Frank L. Parker~ KGBS) Harling-

ten) Texas.

Your Slip Is Showing

QUICK, WATSON, THE SOAP!

In 1943, a Sherlock Holmes broadcast from
HQllywood which featured Basil Rathbone, an
actor, came up with this line: "The victim was
found dead sitting in her shrine"-only he didn't
read it quite that way. Don Morrison) radio
actor.

42
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MISS U.S. TELEVISION CONTESTNBC·TV

SKITCH
"And now parading before us is
HENDERSON: a lovely beverage of booties-I
beg your pardon, bevy of beau·
ties."

'*'

'*'

ALERT ANNOUNCER

At eleven P.M. one evening, a half asleep an·
nouncer promised, "There will be more news
headlines at 10:30 and complete news at Ii
P.M." Glancing at the clock, he quickly covered
his error by adding the words, "Central Standard Time." John Murphy, WCKY, Cincinnati,
Ohio.
DISC JOCKEY

There's a young disc jockey who may never live
this down. He was spinning up some Benny
Goodman platters. His . next recording was
"Sunny Side of the Street," which he planned
to introduce by saying, "Here's a knocked out
version by Benny Goodman of "On the Sunny
Side of the Street." Instead, this came out over
the ether, "And here's a knocked up virgin by
Benny Goodman." Len Holland, KSKY, Dallas, Tex.

COMMERCIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

ANNOUNCER: "Steinberg's Department St
h .
ore
as ]us.t received a shipment of
large SIze bathing suits. Ladies,
now you can buy a bathing suit
for a ridiculous figure."
Eric Ericson
KDKA, Pittsburgh, Pa.
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MEMORIAL SERVICES

The mayor of a mid-western town died a few
years ago, and the local station decided to broadcast the services from the funeral parlor where
the body lay in state. As a last tribute to the late
mayor's memory, a civic leader delivered the
eulogy and requested his listeners to observe
a minute of silence in the dead man's honor.
Back at the studio, an engineer who hadn't been
listening carefully, noted the silence and
promptly slapped a recording on the turntable.
The selection he chose was ''I'll Be Glad When
You're Dead, You Rascal You."
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HAL TUNIS, MAGAZINE OF THE AIR, W AAT

TUNIs:

"And what was the greatest surprise you ever received?"

CONTESTANT: "I got the biggest surprise of my
life when my husband came back
from .the army. I woke up one
mornmg and found him standing by my bed with his discharge
in his hands."
Audience roars with laughter.
Quick ~witch to studio announcer: "There will
be a brIef pause for organ music."

WJZ NEWS, "HOME EDITION"

"They are sending a million dollars worth of
insecticide to the South Pacific to save the peanut crap ... I beg your pardon, peanut crop."

'*'
TV ANNOUNCER

"Our 'Late Show' film presentation for this evening will be a revival, featuring the late Leslie
Howard as The Scarlet Pumpernickel, er . . .
the Scarlet Pimple, I mean, Scarlet Pimpernel."
Ethel Kirsner) CBS.

RADIO CONCERT

Bob Dixon known as the Sheriff on TV, ann?unced a very highbrow program of music
gIVen by Smith College and broadcast over
WHYN Holyoke, Mass. He got tangled with
the word salon. Here is his opening of the
broadcast.

"Goo~ evening l<!dies and gentlemen, tonight
we brmg you a program of music by the Smith
College Saloon."
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MEMORIAL SERVICES

HAL TUNIS, MAGAZINE OF THE AIR, W AAT

The mayor of a mid-western town died a few
years ago, and the local station decided to broadcast the services from the funeral parlor where
the body lay in state. As a last tribute to the late
mayor's memory, a civic leader delivered the
eulogy and requested his listeners to observe
a minute of silence in the dead man's honor.
Back at the studio, an engineer who hadn't been
listening carefully, noted the silence and
promptly slapped a recording on the turntable.
The selection he chose was "I'll Be Glad When
You're Dead, You Rascal You."

TUNIS:
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"~nd what was the greatest surpnse you ever received?"

CONTESTANT: "I got the biggest surprise of my
life when my husband came back
from .the army. I woke up one
mornmg and found him standing by my bed with his discharge
in his hands."
Audience roars with laughter.
Quick ~witch to studio announcer: "There will
be a bnef pause for organ music."

WJZ NEWS, "HOME EDITION"

"They are sending a million dollars worth of
insecticide to the South Pacific to save the peanut crap ... I beg your pardon, peanut crop."

*

*

TV ANNOUNCER

"Our 'Late ShoW' film presentation for this evening will be a revival, featuring the late Leslie
Howard as The Scarlet Pumpernickel, er . . .
the Scarlet Pimple, I mean, Scarlet Pimpernel."
Ethel Kirsner) CBS.

RADIO CONCERT

Bob Dixon known as the Sheriff on TV, ann~unced a very highbrow program of music
given by Smith College and broadcast over
WHYN Holyoke, Mass. He got tangled with
the word salon. Here is his opening of the
broadcast.
"Goo~ evening ladies and gentlemen, tonight
we brmg you a program of music by the Smith
College Saloon."
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COMMERCIAL CONTINUITY FOR
SCHULTZ'S STORES

ANNOUNCER: "Schultz's Store specializes in
courteous, prompt, and efficient self-service."
Hal March) CBS.

REQUEST PROGRAM

This was one of those times when the announcer
thought the mike was off. This guy, during a
particularly bad cold epidemic, had to fill in on
the board although he should have stood in bed
himself. After he cut off the mike switch, and
put on a musical recording, someone asked
him how he felt. He said, "I feel like hell, and
I'm full of Anacin." A few minutes later the
phone rang, and a fan requested that he repeat
that recording, "I Feel Like Hell, and I'm Full
of Anacin." Jim Carroll) KWYO) Sheridan)
Wyo.

"I'VE GOT
A SECRET"

BILL

QUIZ PROGRAM

QUIZMASTER: "Can you describe an octopus?"
CONTESTANT: "An octopus is a fish found on
the bottom of the ocean and has
several testicles." Art Henley~
Radio and TV producer.

GOODWIN· "Our
.
sponsor wants you to
ha ve th·IS carton of cigarettes
for your consumption."

Your Slip Is Showing
TV DRAMATIC SHOW

One of TV's best known dramatic stars had
these lines to read on a TV show:
"We heard a car driving speedily up the dirt
road-it stopped with a jerk-my nephew Percy
got out." Jack LaRue) Lights Out) NBC.

'*'

'*'

'*'

PROMOTION FOR DASHIELL HAMMET'S
FAT MAN

"Stay tuned to WSTC for the biggest show in
town, starting noW with Fashiell Dammit's Hat
Man!" Don Russel) WSTC) Stamford) Conn.

'*'

'*'

BASEBALL PLAY BY pLAY

BASEBALL
SPORTSCASTER:

"Williamson is flat on his grass
in the infield." Gene Wilson)
KRLC) Lewiston, Idaho.

'*'
NBC ANNOUNCER

"Miss Helen Hayes presents a "Litter for Hitler" -instead of a "Letter for Hitler."

'*'

'*'

ROUND TABLE POLITICAL DISCUSSION

WOMAN (Indignantly): "I never saw a man
make such an insertion in my
life."

Your Slip Is Showing
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FINGER MAN

On "Crime Photographer," Casey said to the
T-~an, "If you're not afraid to get some fingernaIls under your paint."

*

*

*

OUT OF THE MONEY

JACK
"The jockey got his foot caught
MCCARTHY: in the syrup."

*

*

'*'

FAYE EMERSON, CBS-TV
"WONDERFUL TOWN"

"Wonderful Town," starring Faye Emerson,
and sponsored by Pepsi-Cola, dedicated its
wee~ly program to a major city. On a program
dedIcated to London, England, a British announcer was invited to do the commercial for
P~psi-Cola. !he Londoner was doing very
mcely extollmg the virtues of the soft drink
when a ~eathly silence fell upon everyone i~
th~ ~tudlO. !hey were shocked at hearing the
Bntisher gIve out with the naughty words
"Drink Coca-Cola!"
-

'*'
JOHN REED KING

John Reed King, instead of saying Lindsay~rouse play "Life With Father," spurted out,
'"!'hat long run Crindsay-Louse play, "Lice
with Father."

Your Slip Is Showing
ROBERT Q. LEWIS ON
ARTHUR GODFREY SHOW

Robert Q. Lewis, pinch-hitting for Arthur
Godfrey said, "Chesterfields are much much
milder, (violent coughing) as compared to
other brands," (continued coughing). The audience roared. Robert Q. finally bailed himself
out of his awkward and embarrassing situation,
by coming up with "The mere mention of any
other brands makes me cough."
STATION BREAK'

"Stay tuned to a sermon by Reverend Smith.
Don't miss it if you can." Ray Morgan~ announcer.
ROUND TABLE BOOK REVIEW

The discussion of "Forever Amber" came up
and a woman complained that she found the
book hidden under her young daughter'S pillow. In the heat of the discussion she accidentally referred to the book as "Forever Under."
The announcer, trying to cover up the mistake,
and attempting to make the lady feel good,
without thinking, said, "That seems like a
more appropriate title." Luncheon at Sardi's~
WORe

"Co~gress passed the measure in record time,
and It was flown to President Roosevelt who
was fishing in Florida waters for his signature."
News Commentator
American Broadcasting Co.

Your Slip Is Showing
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MUSICAL QUIZ

QUIZMASTER: "Our next letter comes from Mrs.
T. E. Johnson. I see Glen Shelley, our organist, seated over
there with his hands on his
organ. He just can't seem to get
it in edgeways." Mel BaileY7
KEX, Portland, Ore.

'*'

so

"His battalion was swallowed in
the Bulging Belch-I beg your
pardon-I mean the Belgian
Bulge." Al Scott7 NBC-TV director.

'*'
YOU THINK YOU KNOW MUSIC

On "So You Think You Know Music?," a musical quiz program on CBS emceed by Ted Cott,
a contestant was asked to identify a recorded
musical composition. He answered, "It sounds
like Smetana's Buttered Bride . . . er . . . I
mean ... Battered Bride, oh the hell with it."

'*'

LOWELL THOMAS

LOWELL
THOMAS:

"This report is credited to the
. president of the British Board of
Trade, Sir Stifford Crapps."
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ARLENE FRANCIS

Arlene Francis, popular femcee and panelist on
"What's My Line?" was doing a studio audience warmup on "What's My Name," on radio
many years ago. She miscalculated her allotted
warmup time and said: "There are thirty seconds to go, if anyone has to." This advice was
heard by millions of her listeners.

'*'

'*'

NEWS CAST

NEWS
COMMENTATOR:

Your Slip Is Showing

'*'

'*'

QUIZ PROGRAM

QUIZMASTER:
CONTESTANT:
QUIZMASTER:
CONTESTANT:

"And what are you doing now?"
"I have a fine job."
"What are you doing?"
"First I sold ladies' stockings,
then I sold shoes, and now I'm in
negligees and bras."
QUIZMASTER: "My, you're certainly getting up
in the world!" Gary Stevens7 TV
producer.

'*'

'*'

'*'

HOWDY DOODY

In Cromwell's famous drug store, meeting and
eating place for Radio and TV celebrities, Murray Benson, of the "Howdy Doody" staff, recalls the time Bob Smith was doing a commercial for Blue Bonnet Margarine. Smith, cr~ator
of this delightful kid show, said, "It's so delicious . . . and you can spread it on bread and
butter."
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WALKIE TALKIE

\

\

A famous novelist will always remember this
fluff. She was narrating one of her programs
which had a character, Cybelle, a sleep-walker.
The line that went out over the air, however,
was "Cybelle was an inveterate street-walker."
COMMERCIAL FOR RUPPERT'S BEER

"When you want to relax after a hard day's
work, try Buppert's Rear."
BOB HAWK

Bob Hawk used to cover the air races in Chicago. On one occasion, he spotted a famous
French aviator, Marcel Dorcet. Hoping to
scoop the other networks also broadcasting the
event, he promised his listeners he would interview the Frenchman.
As soon as Dorcet had finished his stunts, Hawk
was beside him peppering him with questions,
which, however, remained unanswered. Finally,
Dorcet explained, "Speak No Englesh."

'*'
STAY TUNED

ANNOUNCER: "The following prescribe is transcrammed." Reuben Gaines~
KH}, California.

ANNOUNCER: "Ladies and Gentlemen: Mr. Eddie Playbody will now pee for
you."
Harry Lee
KFI, Los Angeles

Your Slip Is Showing
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/

WALTER WINCHELL'S JERGEN JOURNAL

One of NBC's most dependable anno~ncers
caused his sponsor a little concern when he was
punching away at a commercial on Walter
Winchell's Jergen's Journal. He urged the
ladies to "Use Jergen's Lotion after shaving."

Your Slip Is Showing
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MAGGI McNELLIS

When Maggi McNellis was WEAF's "ColumnMiss of the Air," she set herself a stumbling
block when she told of a visit to Ruby Foo's
Chinese Restaurant. She began: "A Foo nights
ago, at Ruby Few's . . . I

'*'
H.V.KALTENBORN

MILTON CROSS, OPERA SERIES

H. V. Kaltenborn once broadcast to a Mexican
audience in Spanish. He did a swell job until
he got mixed up on the word for "pe~ple" an?
for "girls." What the Spanish speakmg audIence heard was, "General Eisenhower loves the
French girls."

"NBC now brings you excerpts from the Pill of
Princeton . . . I beg your pardon, from the
Prince of Pilsen."

CALGERY RUG AND DRAPE SHOP
PROGRAM

"The Calgery Drug and Rape Shop is on the
air." CFGP~ Grand Prairie~ Alberta~ Canada.
JOHN DALY

John Daly was chairman of a series of war debates between Senator Taft and ex-representative T. V. Smith. The discussion between the
two waxed hot as the broadcast ended, and Daly
said, "Senator Taft and Representative Spit
smoked from the CBS studios in Washington."

THE EYES OF TEXAS

Robert Merrill, celebrated baritone of the Metropolitan Opera, said on NBC, "I salute the wen
and mimmen of Texas."
QUICK ON THE DRAWBRIDGE

Robin Chandler, on "Quick on the Draw,"
Dumont TV, said: "He hurried to get abroad a
Staten Island Fairy." Barry Shear~ TV director.

'*'

'*'

'*'

PAGING MR. BERLE

On the "Late Show" which features a film
nightly, the announcer advised his listeners to
stay tuned to the exciting adventure movie
starring Sabu entitled the "Thief of Badgag."

Your Slip Is Showing
SOAP OPERA

"The only way the man could be identified,
was by the fact that he was standing in the
road, alongside his stalled automobile with cool
tit in his hand, I mean, tool kit." Mel Baldwin,
KFLW, Oregon.
NEWS ANNOUNCER

This tongue twister almost cost an announcer
his job:
He was describing an air battle during the war.
He ended his commentary, "And there, after
crashing to the earth, piled in a heap, was a
Messerschmitt." Freddie Bartholomew, WPIX
Director.

• • •

STEVE ALLEN

Steve Allen, popular network radio and TV
personality in an interview once plugged his
new show "Songs for Sale" on CBS thusly:
"I think you will like our new sow, Shlongs for
Sale."
COMMERCIAL CONTINUITY FOR
MRS. WOOLER'S TAILOR SHOP

"For all your needs, remember to visit Mrs.
Wooler's Tail Shop." Harry Witton, CKEY,
Toronto, Canada.

ANNOUNCER:

"A~ Heitman's you will find a
vanety of fine foods, expertly
served
by expenence
.
d waItresses
.
.
In appetizing fonus."
Gala O. Mahlock
WKIG, Fort Wa;ne, Ind.

60

Your Slip Is Showing

Your Slip Is Showing

DISC JOCKEY

The food in the corner drugstore had something in it that caused the announcer's stomach
a lot of unpleasantness. This fateful day, he
burped all the way to the station after trying a
couple of pills for the relief of gas. He had .a
half hour of classical records to play before hIS
schedule ended for the day, and did alright
until a burp forced itself at a very inopportune
moment-just as he was announcing the next
selection, "La Golondrina," (burp) The Swallow, pardon me." Peter Allen~ WQXR~ New
York.

BURL IVES

Burl Ives upon receiving a scroll from Billboard, presented by Russel Crouse, said: "I
want to thank Mr. Brussel Rouse for his screwl."
:if:

SUNDAY SERVICES

MINISTER:

"Don't forget next week's sermon
entitled, 'Do you know what
Hell is?'-Come in and hear our
organist." Dave Hill~ WMCA.

NETWORK DAYTIME SERIAL

"After looking around, we found that Pa was
in the Shed House."
(After the program the radio actor washed his
mouth with soap.) Frank Albertson~ actor.
:if:

QUICK ON THE WITHDRAW

XYZ Department Store has in stock an excellent supply of lovely two-place pee suits with
zippers. Kathi Norris~ WABD~ Dumont.
:if:

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION PROGRAM

CONTESTANT: "How much time do I have to
answer my question?"
QUIZMASTER: "Lady, yours is a little behind, so
you'd better try to squeeze it in
within the next five seconds."
Hal Block~ WGN~ Chicago.

GOOD WILL HOUR

Sometimes participants on a Good Will Hour
try to use fifty dollar words and don't quite
make it. One attempt to use the word "castigate" resulted in the statement, "I found I had
to castrate my father." Raymond Edward Johnston~ actor.
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REQUEST PROGRAM

It was St. Patrick's Day, 1929, and as announcer
control operator, I was being initiated into the
wonders of the plaything "Radio," that was just
turning into more serious commercial pursuits.
At the moment in question, platters were spinning merrily while our little station was featuring a request program.
An Irish brogue came over the telephone requesting that we dedicate a number ... any
number to "good old St. Patrick." The brogue
wouldn't leave his name, but persisted in his
broadly accented request in behalf of all good
Irishmen. So persistent and tenacious was this
musical-comedy Irishman, that he could only
be pacified with the promise that a number
would be forthcoming.
So I gingerly plucked a beautiful 12-inch recording by Paul Whiteman entitled "Orange
Blossom Time." That was the day I learned the
difference between the North and South of Ireland. C. H. Talbot, KHQ, Spokane, Wash.
DICTION AWARD WINNER

DAVID Ross: "And now we present that great
Mexican singing star, Tito Guitar, and his guizar."

"The CIrcus
.
is
k'
hum
see mg an understudy for the
an cannonball He
travel."
.
must be willing to
Jack Sterling
CBS, New York
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AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION PROGRAM

FEMCEE:

"What are you going to do with
all that money, sailor?"

CONTESTANT: "Boy, with all this dough, I am
going to do the town."
FEMCEE:

"With all this money, the girls
will be laying for you tonight."
Eddie Nugent, ABC-TV director.

'*'

'*'

SOAP OPERA

MARY:

"Grandmother, I brought you
some fresh cheese cake and posies
that I hope you enjoy."

MARY
(instead):

"Grandmother, I brought you
some fresh cheese cake poses that
I hope you enjoy." Abbe Lewis
~
radio actress.

'*'

'*'

'*'

'*'

'*'

GALA OPENING

At the opening of a new opera season a local
radio station carried the opening night festivities. The female announcer described the arrival of the dignitaries, what they were wearing,
etc. She described the entrance of a famous
prima donna in this fashion:
"As the house lights are being dimmed, I can
see Madame - - - - - - - entering her box, she
is now picking her seat." Radie Harris, radio
commentator.

'*'

RECORD SESSION

REMOTE BAND ANNOUNCER

"You are listening to the mucous of Clyde
Lucas."

'*'

DISC

JOCKEY: "Stay tuned to that outstanding
quartet of the airwaves, bringing
you 15 minutes of recorded
music. Ladies and Gentlemen
the Stinkpots! er, Inkspots." Be~
Kalmus, WMGM, New York.

CRIME PROGRAM

~ometimes an actor without realizing it, will
Improve upon a scrI· p.
t 0 nce, on a gangster
show, two crooks had kidnapped the G _
'd
ov
~rnor s aughter. One was to warn the other.
~ook, AI, we got to lay low here." What h
saId was, "Look, AI, we got a low lay here." e
John Forsythe, TV actor.

66

Your Slip Is Showing
WAR NEWS BULLETIN

Pearl Harbor Day was an exciting day for radio.
KGMB a Hawaii station like all others, kept interrupting its programs and commerical announcements for news bulletins. A newspaperman, William Rose, was keeping posted on all
that was going on by tuning in to KGMB. He,
in turn, informed a neighbor who had no radio
in his apartment. The friend would shout,
"What's going on now," and Rose would yell,
"It looks like the Japs have really attacked
Pearl Harbor." A few minutes later the friend
asked for more news. Rose repeated the latest
news bulletin. "More planes have been reported." The news-hungry friend was soon
back for more. Rose again repeated what he
actually heard from a confused and excited announcer, "Pepsodent contains Irium!" Webley
Edwards7 KHON7 Honolulu.

*

BROADWAY CAMERA INTERVIEW WITH
TOMMY MANVILLE

GARDNER:

"Tommy, you've been married 8
or 9 times. How do you recognize
your wives?"

MANVILLE:

"Oh, I remember them by the
parts I like best!"
Hy Gardner7 WPIX, New York.

~~iT

''GIYE AND TAKE"

"Why didn't you go to school, sonny?"
"Oh, I have the measles."
John Reed King,
CBS
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DISC JOCKEY INTERVIEW

BETTY FURNESS

Bill Silbert WMGM disc jockey, interviewed a
lady guest. She told Silbert that she had children aged two, three, five and six. Bill smilingly
asked, "What happened to four?" The lady
snapped back, "Oh, that's the year we got our
television set." Ted Green) Radio Daily.

Betty Furness, doing a Westinghouse commercial on an NBC TV program, produced by Kermit Schafer, gave out with this advice: "Try
your Westinghoushe waser with a full load on."

COLONELSTOOPNAGLE

FASHION INTERVIEW

Col. Stoopnagle, as his program went on the air
on NBC, announced, "I see a former world
champion wrestler-a great athlete-and a swell
guy." As the audience turned their heads to
catch a glimpse of the celebrity who was being
sought by the spotlight, they heard Stoopnagle's
embarrassed apology, "Pardon me, Madam!"
The champion had left the studio and a woman
was in his seat.

Margaret Arlen, leading commentator in New
York City, heard on WCBS remembers the
time when Virginia Pope, fashion editor of the
New York Times, was a guest on her program.
They talked about spring hats. Air time was
running out, and Miss Arlen drew her fingers
across her throat, the usual gesture to indicate
this fact to the speaker. Miss Arlen kept doing
it, but Miss Pope, unfamiliar with the signal,
interpreted it as a request to talk about necklines and switched to an eloquent ad lib on that
subject.

68

MOOD MUSIC

ANNOUNCER: "Stay tuned for Roy Neal and
his program for your every
nude."

*

SO SOLLY

COMMENTA- "And what American can ever
TOR:
forget the Jap's infamous attack
on Bar Harbor." WOR) N.Y.
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BOB DENTON,
VETERAN ABC ANNOUNCER

"The following pewgram of Moosic comes to
you from Radio City."
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CLASSIC ROMANCE

~

When a network was doing a series of classic
romances, one of radio's most dependable announcers said, "And so ends another virgin of
a famous love story." Bill Seaman~ TV director.

,WISH

COME

TRUE

*

~.

ANNOUNCER IN THE GROOVE

A welcome relief in an announcer's day comes
when a program is transcribed. On Sunday
mornings, a staff member of a small western station would set a transcribed sermon on the
turntable and then run out for a cup of coffee.
He had the procedure timed perfectly: he was
always back in time to set up the second half of
this half-hour sermon. One Sunday he returned
to the unattended control room to find the telephone ringing madly. The needle had caught
in the groove of a record, early in the program,
and for fifteen minutes came the words, "Go to
hell, go to hell, go to hell." Harvey Marlow,
producer.

SOAP OPERA

"He asked me what I thought of Aunty Fanny,.
and I replied that I thought she was an old
Polly Adler ... er, I mean Polly Anna."

"N ow Marion, if you had your wish, what
would you want most?"
"I wanna go to the toiletl"
Walt Framer,
WWS, Pittsburgh
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YANKEE BASEBALL GAME

TASTY SNACKS

DIZZY DEAN: "The runners is leading off their
respectable bases." Bill Warrick,
TV director.

ANNOUNCER: "For a sizzling snake and pasty
snack, remember the Fraser
Cafe."
Sheila Hassel, CKNW, New
Westminster, B.C.

NEWS PROGRAM SPONSORED BY
SCOTCH SOAP

NEWSCASTER: "Again-Scotch Soup covers the
nose."

ROYAL WELCOME

73

QUIZ PROGRAM

A contestant on a quiz program was asked,
"What do you find on pool tables that you find
in men's trousers?"
The answer should have been pockets.
Eric Erickson, KDKA, Pittsburgh.

From Bennett Cerf comes the fluff credited to
a Washington commentator covering the visit
of England's King and Queen.

COMMERCIAL

COMMENTATOR: "When they arrive you will
(gravely)
hear a twenty-one son galute."

ANNOUNCER: "Don't forget to visit your A and
Poo Feed Store."

:I«

NEWS CASTER
ARTHUR GODFREY

The fabulous Arthur Godfrey doing a Lipton
Tea commercial on CBS said, "When you are
through with your old bag, just discard her, er,
I mean, it."

After the bombing of Pearl Harbor, an announcer, extremely angry, shouted:
"Everybody today would like to take a crap at
the Japs-er, I mean-take a crack at the Japs."
P~il Kramer, KFI, Los Angeles.
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BING CROSBY

Bing Crosby was making one of his famous recordings a few years ago. It was a song calle~
"Wrap Your Troubles in Dreams." The performance was going beautifully until the
groaner sang out this musical improvisation:
"Some sonavobitch slipped in eight bars instead of the usual four. Why doesn't someone
tell me those things, and dream your troubles
away."

...

BEN GRAUER

Ben Grauer, thinking that the mike was dead,
jokingly said, "This is WJZilch, Hoboken."
The engineer happened to put in a patch cord
which put WJZ alive on the air.

...

...

...

NETWORK DRAMATIC SERIES

NARRATOR:

"The woman was tall, mature,
and neatly dressed."

INSTEAD:

"The woman was tall, manure
and teatly dressed." Ruth Warrick) WOR-TV.

'*'
ROBBINS NEST

QUIZMASTER: "Good evening young lady. Ah,
you look like a likely little lassl"
Fred Robbins) WINS) N. Y.

SHOE STORE COMMERCIAL

ANNOUNCER: "Ladies, at Zimmer's you will
find sneakers that are also excellent for street walking."
Bert Joseph,
WBAL, Baltimore
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COLONEL STOOPNAGLE STUMP
CLUB QUIZ

THE BIG PAYOFF

STOOPNAGLE: "And what do you do for a living,
my good lady?"
LADY:

''I'm a maid. I do housework,
and take care of a large family."

STOOPNAGLE: "How large a family?"
LADY:

"Well, let's see, there are four
boys, three girls, one adult, and
one adultress."

77

Bess Meyerson, former Miss America, and coMe on "The Big Payoff," popular network TV
program, was interviewing a contestant on the
program. She was handed a note from one of
the members of the production staff, which told
her that the contestant was London bound, so
as to get this added color into her interview.
Believing that this note was an added reminder
of the contestant's name, she introduced him
thusly: "Ladies and gentlemen, I would like
y~u to meet Mr. London Bound."

'*'

'*'

'*'

JONES AND HARE
A GOOD LIE

Guy Lebow, ace sportscaster of Radio and TV
described a golf shot thusly: "Hogan's tee shot
carried to about one hundred and thirty miles
from the green, which made next shot an easy
nine iron to the green."

JONES: "Did you hear, I just bought a new
car?"
HARE: "What kind of car?",
JONES: "I don't remember, but I know it starts
with P."
HARE: "Don't kid me, no car starts with P."

'*'

'*'

'*'

'*'

'*'

JACK ARMSTRONG PROMOTION
SOAP OPERA

MARY: ''I'm not secure when I go out with
most boys, but when I go out with
John, he gives me a good feeling."
Mickey Alpert) TV casting director.

An announcer plugging network programs, advised his audience to be sure and listen to that
model American youth, typifying the best in
boyhood, "Jerk Armstrong, all-American boy."
Leon Janney) actor.
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SOAP OPERA

"His wife awaited a report about her husband
who was in bed with a nurse." Vivian Smolen~
Our Gal Sunday.

BOTANY DRY SPINNERS PROGRAM

"Today, CKNX takes great pleasure in bringing to you another of the weekly programs
sponsored by the Botany Dry Spinsters."

MYSTERY PROGRAM
ACTOR:

"The only clue that we have is
that the suspect wore hornrimmed testicles." Jackson Beck~
Philo Vance.

*

*

*

SLIGHT ERROR

John Tillman, WPIX commentator and newsman, caused a stir at the Daily News newsroom
when he very nonchalantly read a news item
which had just been handed to him. It told of
the death of Leon Errol, beloved comedian.
He read the news item as follows: "All of
Hollywood is mourning the death of one of
movieland's best known figures-Errol Flynn."

"What did you have for breakfast, son?"
COMPLETE SILENCE
"What did you have for breakfast, son?"
COMPLETE SILENCE
"Daddy, you're hurting my arm."
Dick Kollmar,
WOR, New York
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

SENSE OF SMELL

Johnny Olsen, popular Quizmaster and Master
of Ceremonies interviewed a contestant on
"WHIZ QUIZ," an audience participation program on ABC. The contestant, a go-year old
sea captain, was celebrating his birthday.

On "Sense and Nonsense," an NBC-TV Audience Participation program, Bob Kennedy,
popular M.C. asked a contestant to identify a
certain object by a sense of smell. The object
was a freshly printed newspaper. While the contestant, a youngster of ten, knew immediately
that it was paper, he was uncertain as to what
kind. Kennedy, by way of a hint, suggested that
"this has a very special odor." This immediately
dispelled a cloud of doubt in the young contestant.:s mind, who unhesitatingly answered.
"Toilet paper"l
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OLSEN:

"Well, captain, how does it feel to
be go years old?"

CAPTAIN: "Top side, I'm all right, but below
the water line, I ain't worth a damn."

MOLLY GOLDBERG

Molly Goldberg, one of the truly great characters of radio and TV, was heard to have said,
"Rosalie, I'm expecting a man to deliver me, so
go inside and turn me over in the oven."

'*'

DAVE GARROWAY

On an NBC Program, Dave Garroway, one of
TV's Cleverest personalities, advised the 'use of
his favorite soap, for your shlub or tower.

'*'
'*'

'*'

'*'

A NEW WORD INVENTED

Walter Rainey, Dumont Television news commentator, gave out with this classic.
"Here is a news item about the Russians that
once again crapped up in the news."

'*'

'*'

'*'

NATURE SPELLED SIDEWAYS

Doctor Roy K. Marshall, prominent scientist
on his popular television program "The Nature of Things" was trying to explain an involved mechanical movement. He said, "If you
understand physics you will understand the
movement."
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BODIES BY FISHER

Ham Fisher, celebrated cartoonist, was a guest
judge on the TV beauty contest series to select
"Miss New York Television." Ted Steele, popular TV personality was the emcee, and it was
always his custom to conduct a brief interview
with the judges. Steele asked Fisher how he
liked the girls. Fisher fluffed, "With all the
feminine pulchritude around the studio, you
have to grasp for breast, I mean gasp for breath."

'*'

'*'

*'

STATION BREAK

CKEY refers to each portion of its "Make Believe Ballroom" as a dance bandstand. During
a station break, the MC announced, "We'll be
back in fifteen seconds with the next damn
bandstand." Harry Witon, CKEY, Toronto,
Onto
FLOWERY INTRODUCTION

" ... in this corner, one of America's foremost
fistic gladiolas-er-gladiators-weighing 201
pounds."-Madison Square Garden, NBC-TV.

'*'

'*'

*'

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION PROGRAM

A mistress of ceremonies interviewing a G.!.
contestant said: "Say, soldier, I see you have a
Purple Heart on."

"Tune in tomorrow and find out if John will
goose Sadie's cook, er I mean, will John cook
Sadie's goose?"
Jack Kirkwood,
NBC Radio

ANNOUNCER:
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NEWS BULLETIN

DAVE GARROWAY TV BONERS

(excitedly) "Ladies and Gentlemen, we interrupt this news bulletin to bring you a program."
Art Ford) WNEW.

'*'

'*'

'*'

DEAN OF ANNOUNCERS
MILTON
CROSS:

"The A&P Program, starring
Harry Horlich and his A&G Pippsies."

'*'

'*'

'*'

MOREY AMSTERDAM
CHOCK FULL OF NUTS PROGRAM

In his anxiety to please his new sponsor, on
Chock Full of Nuts, on NBC-TV, Morey Amsterdam tripped over the client's name and
spurted out you will enjoy a "Jock Full of
Nuts Special." Willie Stein) TV producer.

'*'

'*'

'*'

MADISON SQUARE GARDEN ANNOUNCER

Just before the prize-fight, the chief announcer
at Madison Square Garden wished the two contenders luck, by saying, "May the winner
emerge victorious." Harry Balogh) LouisMauriello Fight.

Just how often are performers plagued by
boners? Perhaps Dave Garroway can give you
an idea-Here are just a few, that have happened to him.
"We build a big production around Cliff
Norton, pantomiming a dentist, with a highly
important sound effect of a dentist's drill-and
the plug fails to make contact. For eight minutes, I crouch against the wall, out of camera
range holding the plug in, in mortal fear of
being electrocuted. . . .
We decide to have my necktie catch in a
malted milk shaker, intending to cut the tie, on
cue. Somebody misplaces the scissors, the shaker
keeps pulling the tie in, my eyes bulge out, my
face turns red, and by the time the scissors are
located, I'm practically strangled.
Betty Chapel sings a song, and our problem
is to have me appear out of a cloud over her
head at the end of the number. This is done by
hooking my feet in a rope and raising me above
the studio floor. I get twenty-five feet above the
floor, and the rope jams, leaving my 220 pounds
hanging above.
We finish a show with a boat scene in which
we all bailout. Ten times we rehearse the snapper during which I am supposed to come up
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from behind the boat with my hair dripping
and announce that the show came from Chicago. Ten times during rehearsal I duck my
head in a pail of water, thereby wooing pneumonia, and, when we finally get to the show,
time is so short that the camera fails to catch
the scene.
I am supposed to slam a golf ball during a
scene, hitting it into the left side of the studio.
I slice it hard, and it misses the audio guy on
the boom by one-quarter of an inch-almost involving me in a manslaughter case.
A gag is built completely around the fact that
I have a fly on my nose. My assistant holds the
prop out to me at the same time the cast rushes
by to take new positions. The fly sticks to one
of them-and I go on to tell a story that completely lacks a point.
We build a complete number in a Christmas
show around a child's electric train . . . it works
perfectly until show time, and then fails to
budge.
Betty Chapel goes to sleep under a sun lamp
the day before the show, and five hundred
irate fans, not recognizing her, demand to know
what we have done with their favorite songstress."

"It's a naked reverse. The quarterback has the
ball, he is running around his own end, and is
now standing naked in the end zone."
Ted Busing,
WMGM, New York
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COMMERCIAL CONTINUITY FOR
BERNARD MEN'S CLOTHING STORE

FIGHT ANNOUNCER

"You will always find the best dressed men at
Barnyards." Bob BezofJ~ KMYR~ Denver~ Colo.

'*'

'*'

'*'

REMOTE ANNOUNCER

A program that originated from Denver's Park
Lane Hotel was once introduced thusly:
"We take you now to the Parktail Cocklane
. Lounge."

'*'

'*'

'*'

SAM TAUB
(Excitedly) :
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"This is a great fight, folks. Killer
just connected with a left, then a
right, and then hit the Kid in the
neutral corner where it didn't
hurt."

'*'

'*'

'*'

NEWS OF THE WOMAN'S WORLD

COMMENTA- "Throughout . the nation, the
TOR:
Women Junior Leaguers were
holding balls to commemorate
the occasion."

SMILING IRISHMAN

Heard on Ed Sullivan's "Toast of the Town"
CBS-TV, "Ed Solomon, I am very happy to
appear on your television program." Hank
Leeds~ TV producer.

'*'

'*'

'*'

'*'

'*'

'*'

NBC COAST TO COAST SERIAL DRAMA

ACTRESS: "The fog was as thick as seepoop."

'*'

'*'

'*'

FURNITURE COMMERCIAL

WORLD NEWS

"At Tri-Boro Furniture Store you will find
floor coverings, lamps and an occasional piece
for any room in the house." Carl Eastman~ TV
director.

Bob Denton, in a broadcast intrQducing Helen
Kiett, who was about to broadcast a news show
from Spain, said: "NBC now brings you the
only woman correspondent in pain ...."

go
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TIGHT FIT

Candy Jones, former cover girl, and wife of
Harry Conover, famous director of Conover
Model Agency, conducted a TV program called
"Your Lucky Star" on WPIX, New York. A
famous movie star was invited to appear as a
guest each week and to ask questions on this
popular movie quiz program. For each correct
answer the contestant was to receive a prize.
When time ran short the contestant was invited
to reappear the following week to continue
with the questions. A lady contestant upon returning to the program was asked by Candy
how she enjoyed her prizes that she had won
the previous week. The lady thanked her for
the merchandise that she had received and told
her that she enjoyed particularly the beautiful
Sea Nymph bathing suit that she had won. She
wanted to know, however, if she could change
it for another size as she found it a little tight
in the clutch.
QUITE A MOVEMENT

Harry S. Truman, when President, made one
of his familiar radio and television appearances
to report to the nation. He said "This country
is one of the largest producers of magnesia in
the world."

COMMERCIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

"And just received is a new stock of Reis Sanforized Sport Shirts for men with 15 or 17
necks."
Wm. B. Hansen,
KIT, Yakima, Wash.

92

Your Slip Is Showing
THE NAME'S THE SAME

Legend has it that W. C. Fields committed
what was probably one of the most hilarious
boners ever recorded. It happened years ago in
Hollywood when Fields was being interviewed
on a cigarette program. Throughout the course
of the interview he kept referring to his son
Chester and didn't realize the embarrassment
that the interviewer had felt at this often repeated son's name. When the program was completed, they say that he mentioned his son
Chester Fields at least nine times, much to the
consternation of the emcee ~ho was ready to
walk a mile.

*

*

*

HOT STUFF

Rex Marshall, one of television's busiest announcers and emcees, had his hands full right
smack in the middle of a Maxwell House Coffee
commercial on the Red Buttons Show on CBS.
He was pouring hot water to make his sponsor's
Instant Coffee and was doing his usual good job
selling the product when all of a sudden the
steaming hot water broke the cup to smithereens. Rex, unruffied by the incident, continued
on as if nothing had happened.
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JUVENILE JURY

There is nothing funnier than humor that
comes naturally. This is particularly true when
children are involved. Here are some of the
funniest incidents on this delightful program.
This question was put to the "Juvenile Jury"
members by moderator Jack Barry:
"When you grow up and get married, what
would you like your husband or wife to look
like?" One five-year-old said his ideal was Rosemary Clooney because, he said "she's got beautiful blue eyes, blonde hair-and a nice body."
He added-with gestures-"especially up here.
"

*

*

*

Jack Barry and a young lady of four, an "in person guest," were standing on stage, discussing
her "problem." Suddenly she stopped in the
middle of her conversation and calmly informed
Jack ... "there's a bug crawling on you" ...

*

*

*

A four-year-old juror, during a discussion, offered this bit of information ... "my daddy ...
every time I see him ... he's always going into
the bathroom." . .. Unfortunately, the audience's reaction completely overshadowed the
remainder of her comment. "He's always washing his hands ... "
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During the "Geritol" commercial, Jack Barry
demonstrates the valuable tonic by drinking
several tablespoons of the stuff from a tumbler.
Immediately following, our "in person guest"
appears on the scene. Evidently the aroma of
that iron-rich blend was slightly clinging because in the middle of their talk, the youngster
leaned toward Jack, and asked rather SUSpIciously, "have you been drinking? ... "

RIGHT"
TI-IE DUMONT
NETWORK

*
A DAY AT THE RACES

In a broadcast originating from Monmouth
Race Track in New Jersey, the announcer was
making introductory remarks in preparation for
the feature race which was to be run in a few
minutes. He was running down the entries when
he noticed that the horse which was the favorite
named Harass, was not going to run. He reminded the listeners to be sure to scratch Harass!
Gene Schorr, Sports MG.

*

*

WHATS COOKIN'?

On a cooking show which originated from a
Philadelphia station, a housewife told of a delightful new way to prepare fricken chicasee.

"Just by looking at you I can see your Naval. .. I"
Don Russell,
DuMont Network
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WHAT'S MY LINE

HALLELUJAH

"What's My Line," the forerunner and brightest
of all panel programs, had an anxious moment
when Ava Gardner appeared as a mystery guest.
Her identity was supposed to be guessed by the
blindfolded panelists. Her appearance came at
a time when she was having marital difficulties
with Frank Sinatra, her husband. The panelists
began shooting their usual questions at the
mystery guest and all was going well until the
question "Are you married?" was asked. Ava
said "Yes." The next question was "Are you
glad?" At this point, Stopette, the sponsor, paid
for a full minute of silence.

Here's one they tell about Bill Brady, staff announcer for KSJB, Jamestown, N. D. Being
affiliated with two major networks (CBS and
Mutual), it is only natural that their Sunday
morning schedule should be heavily peppered
with religious programs-most of them the type
that insist on immediate salvation of one's soul.
It seems that Bill, under the influence of the
programs that morning, forgot himself when he
made the station break and said, "This is KSJB,
Jamestown, your good-neighbor station, saving
the northwest." Naturally, what he meant was
servmg.

*

*

*
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• • •

FALL GUY

TEXACO STAR THEATRE

Here's one by Dennis James that happened during the telecast of "Two for the Money," starring Herb Shriner. Dennis was delivering the
commercial for his Old Gold sponsor which
centered around the medical claims theme.
About half-way through the commercial a loud
crash was heard off stage which normally wo~ld
have thrown most performers for a loss. Dennis,
however, capitalized on this situation by adlibbing "And you don't have to trip over a lot of
medical claims to know that Old Gold is a good
cigarette."

Milton Berle, king of television, relates this one
that happened on his "Star Theatre" TV program. Fatso Marko, one of the principal characters on the BerIe Show, played a prominent part
in the dramatization of Julius Caesar. He had a
very important line whereby he was to introduce
Bruce Cabot who was the star of the Shakespearian play. Here is how the introduction
came off:
"Hail the Conquering Hero, Great leader of
Armies, renowned figure in history-Sid
Caesar!"

98

Your Slip Is Showing
SENSE OF HUMUS

When I was at WIBC, Indianapolis, we had an
announcer by the name of Harry Elliot (now
of WTAM) who did the news once a day. He
asked Frank Edwards, still commentating on
WIBC, to make up his newscast for him. Frank
being a great gagster wrote a few of the headlines and then proceeded to write three pages on
how to fertilize your victory garden, with all
details. Elliot didn't realize what he was saying
until he was almost finished ... brother was his
face red. Earl RutledgeJ KGER J Long Beach,
California.

'*'

'*'

'*'

BOTTOMS UP

At the launching of the Queen MarYJ one of
His Majesty's proudest luxury liners, a British
Broadcasting announcer made this observation,
"From where I am standing I can, see the
Queen's bottom sticking out just over her water
line." Roger GerrYJ Dumont TV producer.

'*'

'*'

'*'

UNDERCOVER MAN

On "Date in Manhattan," on NBC-TV, an
announcer was describing a multi-colored reversible blanket in this fashion, "When you are
in bed, and you get tired of 'er on one side, just
turn 'er over."

ELECTRIC SHAVER COMMERCIAL

"Men, when it's time to shave, you have a date
with our two-headed model."
Dave Hill,
WMCA, New York
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RANDOM TV BONERS

On "Hands of Destiny," on Dumont, Lila, the
bride-to-be, got hysterical and shouted, "I
would have made him a good husband!"

In "Man Against Crime," Mike Barnett's girl
friend, watching a football game with Mike,
suddenly exclaimed, "What was that?" Then
the gunshot came.

On "Lights Out," while Wally and his wife are
waiting for the train he remarks, "The 5:20 is
never late." But in plain view is the station
clock, giving the time as 9: 10.

Jackie Gleason did a skit in which he drank
from a bottle-but the bottle hadn't been
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opened.

*
On a "Schlitz Playhouse" show, the villain's
1946 Packard raced away from law and order,
had a blowout, and rolled down an embankment. During this fall it mysteriously transformed itself into an auto of the thirties.
On "Rocky King, Detective," someone hit
Rocky on the head, supposedly knocking him
unconscious. But as he fell to the floor, his hat
would have fallen off had he not lifted up his
hand to hold it on.
While watching the "Tom Corbett, Space
Cadet" commercial, I saw an officer eating
cereal. But the camera was back too far and I
could see him taking each spoonful and throwing it under the table.

LASSIE WENT HOME

The Eugene Pet Parade was being broadcast
and the announcer sighted two beautiful white
collie dogs in the parade some two blocks
away. For the next five minutes his broadcast
was interspersed with comments on these pure
white collies. Suddenly there was silence and
then with apologies Jack said, ''I'm sorry, our
two white collies are some very fine goats."

Marjorie Jackson, Program Direction, Station
KORE, Eugene, Oregon.
COMMERCIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

Warren Weeks, ex KEK-KGW announcer, reading a Dr. Semler Dentist commercial read,
"Take the elephant to the second floor."

102

Your Slip Is Showing
HOW ABOUT THAT

Mel Allen, ace sportscaster, on "Sports Spots,"
CBS following the Pabst Blue Ribbon bouts,
had as his guests, several fonner All-American
football players, who comprised some of Walter
Camp's all-time "greats." Mel made a habit of
offering his sponsor's cigars to the guests he
interviewed. Big Pudge Heffelinger, All-America great, threw Mel a curve when he pushed
the box aside and said, "I never touch 'em.
They make me sick."

KATE SMITH

If you asked Kate Smith she would probably
tell you about the time smooth radio routine
was disrupted on her CBS "Kate Smith Speaks"
program. Ted Collins was reading news bulletins during one of their broadcasts from the
home of Kate's mother in Arlington, Virginia.
Just then the postman made an inopportune
entrance and was noisily greeted by the family's
two dogs, . Freckles and Laddie. Kate, rushing to quiet them, caught her foot in a telephone wire, pulling the instrument to the floor.
In all this bedlam, Ted Collins had to keep his
composure and conclude the news.

MADISON SQUARE GARDEN

"It's a hot night at the Garden, folks, and at
ringside I see several ladies in gownless eveing straps."

Jimmy Powers,
NBC-TV
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NBC NATIONAL BISCUIT COMPANY

BEHIND THE MIKE

Bill Garden, Director of Special Events at
NBC-TV, recalls an announcer who hurriedly
finished a religious program to be in time for a
station break. He closed by saying, "Cast thy
broad upon the waters." He couldn't finish the
quotation in time so he concluded with, "This
is the National Breadcasting Company."

On a "Man on the Street" interview on a
radio station in Kansas City, Missouri, the announcer stopped for a sidewalk interview with
a farmer, who was standing next to his donkey.
"What is your name, sir?" asked the emcee.
"Elmer Brown," replied the farmer.
"And where are you from?"
''I'm from St. Jo," he drawled.
"Isn't that at least 50 miles from here?"
"Yes sir, 'tis."
"Tell me, what are you doing in the middle
of all this traffic?"
"Jest restin' my ass." Tom Nugent~ KMBG~
Kansas City~ Mo.

*

*

'*'

STRIP TEASE

Here's one about Bill Cullen, popular M.C.
and panelist of "Winner Take All," "I've Got
A Secret," "Fun For All," and many others.
Bill was interviewing a luscious blonde from
the deep South whose correct answer would
win her a dress as her prize. When the contestant was greeted by wolf whistles from the audience, Bill started the usual teasing about her
beauty, Southern drawl, and the many rich endowments nature bestowed upon her. The
young lady becoming impatient, as she was intent upon winning this dress, drawled, "Why
Mr. Cullen . . . are youall tryin' to talk me
outa mah dress?" Martin Goodman~ TV producer.
EASY DOES IT

Jane Ace, star of Easy Aces: " .. she spoke
in words of one cylinder."

•
A NATURAL

Several years ago on "Hobby Lo.bby," o~e of
radio's most popular features, StepIll Fetchit ~as
a guest hobbyist. Fetchit was a col~ecto.r of dICe
from all over the world, and had III hIS possession dice from Nick the Greek, to the Crowned
Heads of Europe. Dave Elman, program emcee,
rolled' a pair of dice several times, and eac~
time the number seven showed up. Fetchit
said, "Mistuh Elman, if youse keeps on usin'
dese, youse'll craps regular!"
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RUSHING THE SEASON

During World War II, Arthur Godfrey, the
"scriptless wonder" of radio and television, went
to Saipan to observe at first hand the use of
blood donations and to interview high-ranking
officers and enlisted men on the naval war in
the Pacific. Godfrey made the trip in connection with one of his blood donor drives for the
GAPSALS (Give a Pint-Save a Life Society).
Before going to the Pacific, Godfrey had to make
a lot of transcribed broadcasts to be used locally
(New York and Washington) while he was gone.
He did so many shows a day that he got to the
point where he was a month ahead of himself
and as he remembers, "got his dates all loused
up." One morning Godfrey arrived at the studio
for a live program and began talking about
Thanksgiving Day and had appropriate music
played. His commercials (only thing he ever
had prepared in advance) were all on the
Thanksgiving Day theme. This went on for
about twenty-five minutes before people from
all over began burning up the telephone lines.
Godfrey was three weeks ahead of Thanksgiving
Day and chuckles now when he remembers,
"somebody handed me the wrong schedules."

OPA SPOT ANNOUNCEMENT

"Ladies, take your fat cans down to the corner
butcher."
Bill Levine,
WIOD, Florida

108

Your Slip Is Showing
ADLIB SESSION

From Jack-Warren Ostrode, KTOP, Topeka,
Kansas comes this lulu:
"This is the story of one of those fluffs-redfaced to the core-one that would have been
worse if I had tried to correct it.
In addition to a 3-hour morning show, I also
spin through an afternoon adlib session featuring jazz classics called "Music for Dessert."
This show supposedly originates at a little
luncheon cafe, actually, a studio, sound effect
record-music routine. In the course of the show
as Ostrode, The Head Waiter, I talk through
the control-room glass to the engineer on duty,
who is known as Boo-boo the Busboy. The
ch~tter goes on the air. We were discussing
mIcroorganisms in relation to teeth. I asked the
engineer what micro meant inasmuch as it's
used so frequently in radio chatter. He explained (on the air) that it means 1,000,000th
of something. So I said, "well, if such minute
organisms can cause tooth decay, what would
happen if I had an organism-a whole organism?"
Then, and only then, came the realization of
what it must have sounded like on the air. Hastil.y, I grabbed the disc on the mike table to my
nght. If I had been content just to have dropped
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the whole thing and played the record it would
have been only half-bad. Because, after I said "a
whole organism"-I intro'd the platter with
. . . "Here's Gordon MacRae enjoying "That
Feathery Feeling."
Thus, was played the Capitol release # 15 04 1 ,
forever, in my memory, as the bottom mark of
a career of 20 years."

. . .
ANTIQUE FURNITURE

Ken Roberts, the announcer, disc jockey, emcee, and newscaster, was supposed to say, introducing Buck Rogers: "Here we go 20,000 years
into the future." He undoubtedly had some
sponsor in mind when he said, "Here we go
20,000 years into the furniture." Bud Getchal,
TV producer.

.
USING HIS HEAD

Here's one about a Yankee broadcaster and this
action: "DiMaggio is backing, backing-to the
wall-his head hits it-it drops to the groundhe picks it up and throws it to third."
Trevor Adams, ABC-TV.
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NAVAL OPERATION

A Newscaster in the midst of a tense naval story
mixed up the class of ships by saying, "several
SCREWSERS and KEYSTROYERS, etc."
Tom Martin~ WWNY~ Watertown~ N.Y.

TRUTH AND CONSEQUENCES

Here's an incident that happened in the years
gone by when radio was quite formal and when
the technical setups were not quite foolproof
(are they ever?). It is better that names be left
out of this one. A certain program had gone on
the air in the early morning hours each day six
days a week, month in, month out. A certain
announcer had become a bit weary of the program-he had to announce it each time it went
on. The fellow sat before his microphone one
morning looking at his copy waiting to go on
the air, and unknown to him, the microphone
had been left open. He said, half to himself and half to a man sitting near him, but
clearly audible on the air, "I wonder what kind
of crap this old sonovabitch has sent to us for
this morning's broadcast." P.S. He was fired.

MR. DISTRICT ATTORNEY

"He had orange eyes, one ear, chartreuse hair,
he wore snow shoes and had a large wart on
the center of his nose."
"Did you notice anything unusual about him?"
Jay Jostyn,
Mr. District Attorney
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LONG PLAYING RECORD

WOR LATE NEWS COVERAGE

"It was toward the end of a rather long Sunday
afternoon shift at a small station in Bloomington, Ill. A 30-minute transcribed program of
symphony music was nearing an end. I had
been sitting out in the main studio, chewing
the fat with another announcer and the receptionist (one of the methods by which we ~ade
our lo-hour shifts seem shorter) when I heard
the needle reach the final groove. I dashed to
the control room unceremoniously, breathlessly
threw the mike switch and said, "For the past
thirty years you have been listening to "Sunday
Symphony." My confederates immediately set
up a howl which I am sure carried through all
four of the walls that separated us. As soon
as I started the next transcribed feature, I joined
in the laughter, which by the clock lasted a full
fifteen minutes." Paul C. Law~ Announcer~

"And now here's the full story on the Russian
freighter that crapsized in Portland's harbor
this afternoon." Sid Walton~ MES.
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KHQ,

Spokane~

Wash.

•
THEY'LL LOVE IT IN BOSTON

The following was heard on Arthur Godfrey's
"Talent Scouts." ''I'm not going to read the
Kinsey book, I'm going to wait 'til they make it
into a movie."

•
ABE LINCOLN IN HONG KONG

Here's one that happened on KGW, during
one of their "Victory Playhouse" dramatizations.
"It was the story of Sun Yat Sen the Chinese
Abe Lincoln; a very serious play, about a very
serious topic. After the opening introduction,
the theme, et aI, Lincoln Ferris, local Portland
actor, came on with the Gettysburg address. At
the conclusion of this address, the first lines
were spoken by Sun Yat Sen's aide ... the first
dramatic lines of the play by the way. The
scene was the drawing room of Sun Yat Sen,
and his aide speaks: "You seem unusually preocupa ... preok ... preocupete ... oh heck, in
another world, Sun TAT Sen." I, as well as the
rest of the cast felt two emotions: deep sympathy
for the actor, and the desire to break out in
gales of laughter. I can assure you it did not at
the moment seem too funny to the person who
made the blurb."
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RADIO CAREER ENDED

The worst time Erskine Johnson, Hollywood
commentator, ever had was when he was broadcasting over a Los Angeles station. The program preceding his, ended, Johnson was cued
on by his producer, and was well into the script
when he was suddenly stopped cold by the
voice of the producer who had come out of the
booth and into the studio. "I can't stand this
stuff night after night." he screamed. Johnson's
eyes nearly fell out of his head, but he kept on
reading. "How can YOU read it every night?"
the producer demanded. Johnson, sure the man
had gone mad, kept on, waiting for the announcer to lead him away to the wagon which
must be waiting. But the announcer, instead,
took up where the producer left off and between
them they out-screamed Johnson into the worst
time he ever hopes to have. Finally bested by
their shouting, Johnson laid down his script,
his radio career ended. It wasn't until they both
burst out laughing that Erskine realized that
the date was April first.

*

*

*

MUSICAL PIECE

ANNOUNCER: "And now our pianist is going to
tear off a piece named "Margie."
John Guarneri, WNEW, N. Y.

FURNITURE COMMERCIAL

ANNOUNCER: "Folks, try our comfortable beds.
I personally stand behind every
bed we sell."
Lee Kelsen,
WL W, Cincinnati
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IN A PICKLE

From the KRLC, Lewiston, Idaho, "Butch
Book" (Fluffs), Norm Mann reading a commercial in which was the phrase-"Tickled pink"
read: "Your daughter will be tickled pickpinckled tick-pickeld tink."

,.

,.

TAKE YOUR CHOICE

Bob Tomlinson, KGW's chief announcer, interviewed a four year old youngster participating in the annual Portland "Rose Festival Parade" some years ago. Bob asked, "What's your
daddy's name?"
Little Girl: "Do you want my daddy's name
. or my momma's boyfriend?"

""

,.

MADE IN MOSCOW

Thaine Engle, Audience Promotion Supervisor
of NBC tells us this one, made while he was an
announcer at WBAP, Fort Worth, Texas. It
went like this ... "Don't forget to ask for Pepperell Red Label Sheets," only it came out,
"Don't forget to ask for Pooperell Red LABOR
sheets."

Your Slip Is Showing
BLONDIE GOES TO CHURCH

Dagwood and Blondie Bumstead will probably
never know how close they came to breaking up
church one recent Sunday evening. At the Hawthorne Lane Methodist Church, in Charlotte,
North Carolina, the preacher was in the midst
of an extremely serious sermon on "Kindness
to Thy Fellow Man," when through t~e deep
silence of many listeners came the whmny of
Dagwood's voice through the loud speaker with
"BLONDI-ee-eee." All this occurred because of
the broadcast from the WBT · transmitter that
the PA system in the church had picked up
acting as a receiver. When the equipment was
disconnected, the congregation settled down to
normal, and the preacher was able to continue.

• •
LONG MAY SHE WAVE

On a children's program, a youngster was
called upon to recite the Pledge of Allegiance.
He stood up cleared his throat, and this was the
result:
"I pledge allegiance to the flag of the nited
States of America, and to the RepublIc for
Richard Sands; One nation indirigible, with
Liberty and Justice for all."
Dick Collier) WPIX.

r.:
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FOUR LETTER MAN

TIME OUT

Ted Brown, popular WMGM Disc Jockey and
M.C., some years ago was interviewing a college
student who was a contestant on a quiz program.
Ted asked if he participated in college sports to
which he replied, "No, I am an athletic supporterl"

"Evening Melodies is heard one hour earlier if
your community is on Eastern Standard Time,
one hour later if ... well, there is a two hour
difference in certain cities that ... Oh, to hell
with itl" Mandel Kramer, Radio Actor.

'*'

'*'

1)9

'*'

COMMERCIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

ALL BALLED UP

ANNOUNCER: "At Moe's Esso Station, you can
get gassed, charged up, and your
parts lubricated in 30 minutes!"
Cal Tinney, Radio and TV MC.

Hugh James, veteran NBC announcer, was announcing a program from the Republican National Convention in Philadelphia in 1948. He
told of various important balls relating to convention festivities. He reminded his audience
to purchase tickets, and gave the location for
the purchase of tickets for several balls which
were being held during convention week. Upon
conclusion he said, "We will now switch you
to our studio where the orchestra is now playing the 'Blue Balls of Scotland.' "

'*'

'*'

'*'

COMMERCIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

ANNOUNCER: "At Layton's, you will find a
pair of beautiful knockers . . .
pardon me ... I mean, knickers,
for your husband." Bob Brenner,
NBC.

'*'

'*'

'*'

'*'

'*'

TOWN MEETING

HAPPY NEW YEAR

COMMENTA- "In our intercourse with other
TOR:
nations, may we always come out
on top."
John Lotas, Announcer.

On New Year's Eve, an announcer who perhaps
had one too many, spilled out the following:
"This is WJZ, New York. No other station can
make that statement."
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OH POPPYCOCK

"Oh pappy cack, puppy cock, peppy cook ...
oh, nuts!" George Petri~ Actor.

• •
THIS IS YOUR LIFE

On "This Is Your Life," exciting human interest program emceed by Ralph Edwards, Lily
Pons, celebrated French soprano, :vas the honored guest. She was flabbergasted at seeing her
mother who had arrived unannounced from the
east. The program had a tie-in with TWA Airlines, whereby surprise guests were flown in
from all over the world. Lily asked her mother,
"Mama, did you fly ze airplane?" Her mother
replied, "Poof, I took ze train."

ME TOO

On an interview program, for the purpose of
discussing new books, the author of this book
was invited to appear as a guest. The interview
was going along beautifully with plugs for the
book gracefully integrated, until the author reminded listeners that the book, "Your Ship Is
Slowing" is on sale at book stores throughout
the country."

"This conclees ... this concloos ... that is all I "

"

RADIO AND T.V. AUDIENCE
PARTICIPATION

The following pages are for your
convenience, to make note of Radio
and TV Boners that you have either
heard, seen, or made.
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