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by Billy Wilson

Well, another page has drop-
ed from our calendar, bringing
us all a bit closer to another big
ouldoor season here in Eastern
Pennsylvania. Things are always
kinda slow through the Winter
months, tho' this year nearly all

. the leading enlertainers in this

section kept going with personal
appearance dates at the Circle
S Ranch near South Bethlehem,
Penna. Bill and Sue Simon ran
on thru the Fall and Winter
months in their heated auditor-
ium at the Cirele S, with big
shows every Sunday and square
danees every Saturday night.
‘Ernest Tubb and his popular
Texas T'roubadours played a two
night stand in The Broadwood
28th and 29th. As always, there
was a greal crowd on hand to
enjoy Krnest, Jimmy and Leon

Short and all the gang, along
with Minnie Pearl. Had a nice

chat with Ernest and discovered
that he’s getling set to do ano-
ther picure in Hollywood.

Composer Jack Howard spent -

two days with me here in Allen-
town while infroducing Cowboy
Record’s latest release to loeal
dealers. Believe me the new plat-
ter is a real hit, for it features
lilm cowboy Ray \Whitley singing
“The Juke Box Cannon Ball,”
backed by a nice heart breaker,
“Between The Lines.” The Can-
non Ball side is a sure fire re-
peater for the juke box trade.
Jack Howard had quite a lot of
real hit numbers in his catalog
in addition o these two new re-
leases. The real old time zquare
dance is eoming into its own a-
round these parts. In fact, even
the bobby sox trade are flocking
to fill square sets more than to
dance with name orchestras.
Part of he reason is the populari-
ty of Happy Weisser, who fea-
tures singing calls and a heap of
new dances.

A new station opened up at
Bethlehem, Pa., and now features
Sammy Weeks, the “Georgia
Plowboy™ daily at 7:30 a. m. Con-
gratulations to WGPA, Bethle-
hem, for Sammy is a fine enter-
tainer and a swell gent.

I had the pleasure of working
on a big jamboree show at the
Moose Auditorium in Easton, Pa.
a few weeks ago. It was really a
greal show with Bunkhouse Al
and the Cirele J Ranch Riders
and Mac MeGuire and his Har-
mony Rangers. | sure was sur-
prised to see the Bland Brothers,
Slim and Neal. They're now with
Mac at WIP in Philadelphia. I
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first met

the boys when
were appearing at Sleepy Hollow
Ranch a few years back. Their
particular -duet style is plenty

they

pleasing and their friendliness
has won them a host of admirers
i this seetion. Norm Allen dis-
banded his Melody Rangers and
is now featured with the Home-
steaders at WEEU in Reading.
Norm's brother Jerry will also
be featured with them when he
leaves Uncle Sam’s army in May.
Here at WSAN we kinda got
our heads together and held a
little “pow-wow” to do some-
thing to gain a bit of cooperation
among entertainment groups
working on the same station and
through the same terriory on
personals. Well, we finally came?
up with an organization of three
operation. The entertainers in-
clude: Willis Meyers and his
Bar Ranch Gang; Bunkhouse Al
and the Circle J Range Riders;
WSAN groups joining in full co-
and my new group, the Range
Romeos. We are all plugging each
others personal appearance dates
and guest on each others pro-
grams. The new system is work-
ing out fine and if one group has
a call for a show date and are
already set for that date they
recommend one of the other ones.
In this way we all have plenty
of work and with the cooperative
sel. up we command the biggest
listening audience in these parts.
I'm sure our idea would help
many groups all over the country
and would aid i putting a stop
to musician piracy and bicker-
ing among the -acts. Afer all, we
don’t think that folk music acts
need to be rivals, If one helps the
other to build up everyone will
benefit by gaining more follow-
ers to American Musie.
Incidently you radio artists in
other sections may be interest-
ed in knowing what tunes are
most requested in the folk music

=
center of the East, so here's a
report from the WSAN acts.

“A Penny For Your Thoughts,”
“Chained To A Memory,” “Lve
Got My One Way Ticket To The
Stars,” “1 Wanna Make Love In
A Trailor,” “Little Toy Pistol
Cowboy,” “Foggy River,” “What
Is Life Without Love,” “Rainbow
At Midnight,” “The Last Wagon
Over The Hill,” and “Be Sure
There’'s No Mistake.”

In next months column I will
have a report on the opening of
many of the Eastern Pennsyl-
vania, parks, groves, ete., ‘that
feature, all folk musi¢ entertain-
ment all through the Spring and
Summer months, Cirele S Ranch
Himmelriech's Grove, Sally Ann
Park and Dreamland Park, are
just a few of the spots seheduled
Lo open the first Sunday in May.

The Eastern stronghold = for
Hillbilly and- Cowboy entertain-
ment lies in the beautiful Lehigh
Berks, Lancaster and and Buecks
County section of Pennsylvania
where thousands of loyal fans
ol American Folk Music have fol-
lowed their favorite entertainers
year afler year. This is the home
ol some ol the popular outdoor
jamboree spots in Lhe nation and
the biggest names in the country
music world, journey ifrom Chi-
cago, Nashvillle, Wheeling, Hol-
lywood and all points to e nter-
lain tremendous crowds ol Real
American People al such famous
as mentioned above and many
more parks, groves, and ranches
that offer an all star line-up of
stage, radio and screen persona-
lities each week. You can Bet
Yer Boots the radio stations in
this part of the country do all
they ecan to give their listeners
a great variety of favorite aels
and soloists. Let’s look ‘into the
scenes behind the mike

WSAN—Allentown, Pa—Waillis
Meyers and his Bar X Gang. He
shas held his loyal listeners thru
WSAN' since way baeck in 1933
and his popular group inclures
The Meckes Sisters, Joy & Luey;
Little Joe, the Wrangler; Wayne
Meyers and comedian Heiney;
still hold all mail reecords for
hillbilly groups around fhese
parts.

Miriam Horn and her Rodeo
Rangers—this clever young lady
airs her parade of hillbilly hits
each week, She has also written
several promising numbers along
with Ben Shelhamer, Jr.

The Cirele J Range Riders,
are headed by the smilin’ cow-
boy fiddler, Bunkhouse Al, are
on WSAN, sponsored by Cirele S

Ranch, an all year ‘round hill-
billy show spot.
Norm Allen and the Melody

Rangers—a group of lads who
have wion the admiration of en-
tertainers as well as their loyal
fans for Lheir style of western
classics, are hard [0 beat and
their show has plenty of smooth
balance.

YOURS TRULY holds the only
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