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TI MOUND BUILDERS
0Ol FULTON CO., O.
ulton County has
m 1y mounds, built by
the MOUND BUILDERS.
Their origin, and cus-

torns, and where they went
after leaving our area
seems to remain a mys-
tery. They left no writ-
ten language and records
for us tosolvetheir pass-
ing, or the approximate
time that they lived here.
But, from the size of the
mounds in our county, I
belleve they were living
In the area of central
Fulton County for many.
years, And that they had
no special tools to culti-
vate land or for digging.

Most of the mounds
were located near a
stream, where it was con-
venient to scoop up damp
soll for covering their
dead or the sand that
must have covered some
of this land, many cen-
turles ago, just aswefind

WATTOMIES, on which
stands the Historic Coun-
cil Oak tree of the red
Indians, we have located
and identified eleven
mounds of the MOUND
BUILDERS, and the site
of a twelfth.

““Of the archeological
value of these ‘finds’ too
much cannot be sald, at
present, as the careful
reader will observe fur-
ther on. That we are able
to identify and locate them
at all is due cntirely to
the thoughtful and intelli-
gent guardianship and
care that has been for
more than half a cen-
tury, exercisedover them
by Hon. D. W. H. HOW-
ARD, on whose farm and

in whose orchard most of .

them are situated.
“During all of these
years he has zealously
guarded them from van-
dalism, permitting noone
to in any manner inter-
fere with them further
than to cultivate the
ground. The confidence
he placed in me when he
finally gave me permis-
sion to investigate them
to the fullest extent de-
sired, thereby expressing
his belief in my integrity
of purpose, is a compli-
ment I fully and grate-
fully appreciate, and wish
in this manner to ear-
nestly thank him.
“Though now 76 years
of age, Mr. HOWARD is
full of energy, as active
and apparently as strong
as a man of 40, while
his wonderful memory
and intellectual powers
are unimpaired. Having
associated from boyhood
with the red Indians of
Northwestern Chio, and
accompanied them to their
reservation beyond the
reservation; always as
their friend; able to con-
verse with them in their
own language; to get into
their inner lives, as it
were; to appreciate the
credit due them with their
virtues and condemn their
faults, he easily became
their confidant, and pos-
sessed of thelr traditions.
His memory 1s a mine of
wealth of the traditional
lore of these people,
. These people, who had no
written language, are
authentic history. I think
it will be conceded that
the story of our firstpar-
ents ond their descend-
ants for the firstfew gen-
erationg, at least, rests
on tradition, and yet it is

accepiad by the whole
Chridtian world as
authentie.

“I'he mounds are lo-
cated on the SE1/4 of the
NwW1l/4 Sec. 9, T7S, of
R3F, n Pike Twp., Ful-
ton (o, O. They are
built 'n a high ridge, con-

tainingy 5 or 6 acres of
land and following the
highe it outer elevation of
the binff, with three ex-
cept’ 18, The following
diag m will afford some

idea o the general loca-
tion and the plan.
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No. 1 18 nearly covered
by Mr. HOWARD’S wood

sandy coil in central Ful-
ton County today.
Wauseon is located up-
on and around three of
these Indian or Mound
Builders’ mounds, Oneis
known for many years as
HOWARD HILL, upon
which DRESDEN HOW-
ARD built a fine brick
house some years before
his death, and which he
used during the winter
months., A second mound
is  known as NORTH
PARK, and located sev-
eral blocks west of the
HOWARD HILL mound.
The third mound is the
oldest part and highest
part of the Wauseon
Cemetery, located a mile
west of the business dis-
trict., Frank Fauver told
me a year ago, that some
times whendigging graves
they still find partsof hu-
man remains, and spear-
heads and arrowheads.
Which points to the fact
that several ‘‘people"’,
the mound builders, red
Indians and now the white
race have used this par-
ticular mound for a burlal

place.
Possibly the best de-
fined and noticeable

mound is located on the
north side of Route 2 and
20A, now farmedbyHAR-
LEY FETTER, west of
Delta. His farm house
sits upon the highest part
of the mound, andtheter-
raced banks are still well
defined. [ have found no
record that mentions that
any of these mounds have
ever been investigated.
But, I found the following
story of the opening and
work done at the mound
on which DRESDENHOW-
ARD built his 2nd home
at Winameg, about 1850.
His old home place is on
the east side of the road,
and for many years has
been occupied by the
McCLARREN Family.
This excavation of the
mound at Winameg is un-
dated, hut it mentions that
DRESDEN HOWARD was
then in his 76th year.

The name on the inside
of the old scrap book in
which I found the story of
the WINAMEG MOUND

southern edge of the bluff.
A distinet and well de-
fined terrace appears on
the north side of the bluff.
No. 8 is located in the
road to Winameg, and
nearly obliterated. The
balance, while their out-
lines are somewhat in-
distinct, can be easily
seen. The soil is a top
dressing of light sand,
mixed, however, (o a
depth of 6 or 7 inches
with gravel. Long years
after these mounds were
built they were exposed
to the winds and rains,
and consequently have
lost much more by ero-
sion than they have gain-
ed by decaying vegeta-
tion or otherwise. And,
indeed, Mr. HOWARD
tells me that within his

memory they were much’

higher and more distinct
in their outlines thannow.
Besides they have been
cultivated more or less
for many vyears. Col.
HOWARD tells me thathe
heard old Chief WIN-NA-
MEG, the father of the
younger WIN-NA-MEG,
after whom the post of-
fice was so named, and
when the old chief then
was about 95 years of
age, say that their oldest
man did not know who had
made the mounds and that
nobody knew; but he
thought a great battle
had been fought there and
that the dead had been
buried in the mounds.
Indian tradition, then, has
failed to account for them.
If the red Indians had
built themn, tradition
would have brought the
facts down to old WIN-
NA-MFG. But we need
no argumsant to convince
us that the manners and
customs of the red In-
dians did not build these
mounds or other works of
the MOUND BUILDERS.

THE EXCAVATIONS &
THE RESULT

“We went into these
mounds with the purpose
of malking some excava-
tions thorough enough to
disclose their identity,
their purpose, and wheth-
er they had ever been
disturbed. When this had
been accomplished, we
quit working on eachpar-
ticular mound.

““At this writing, we
have examined 8 mounds,
two of them very thor-
oughly. Of the balance,
one has been located on

hovse and is built on the
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red, Overlying this was 5
inches of charcoal and
above this another 6 inch-
es of sand and mould.

““On the circular altar
we found some remnants
of human bones that had
been partially burned, and
nothing else. On the other
altar, we found some hu-
man bhones partially burn-
ed and the bones of dif-
ferent kinds of wild ani-
mals., Among the human
bhones found on the circu-
lay altar, was a jaw bone
with 4 teeth, in fairly
good condition.

“Very near the sur-
face, but with the baked
clay covering him, im-
mediately under the circu-
lar altar, we found the
skull and a portion of the
skeleton of a man, his
head to the west andlying
on his face. We have this
skull, and the part of the
skull above the nasal
bones are well preserved.
Compared with the skull
of an Indian found intru-
sively buried in Mound
No. 6, we find two dis-
tinct types of ‘Man’. This
is all that we found inthis
mound.

“The ground on which

Continued From Page 2
AHOQWARD,- d in Wau-
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Children of ROBERT N.
HOWARD and his wife,
ADA;

Baby HOWARD, BMar.

21, 1897

WALDO HOWARD, b
Sept. 17, d Sept. 23,
1900

CHARLES HOWARD, b
Feb. 23, d Feb. 28,

1913
ROBERT N. HOWARD
(father), b July 3,

1869, d Dec. 21, 1928

ADA L. (SCHAFFER),
his wife (mother), b
Aug. 30, 1877, dNov.
4, 1957

Children of G. W. HOW-

ARD and wife, SARAH:

GLADYS HOWARD, b
Aug. 9, d Sept. 25,
1893

Baby HOWARD, b Apr.
22, d Apr. 23, 1896

GEFORGE HOWARD, b
1867, ‘d 1951, buried
Wauseon, 0.

SARAH (SCHUMACH-

had never been disturbed
since the great fires had
burned out. This is dem-
onstrated to a certainty.
No digging could ever
have been done without
disturbing the layers of
soil on the altars. It was
noticeable that the burn-
ed sand of the altars was
as dry as the dust that
blows in the street, while
when we came to the or-
iginal soil which had not
been burned and was un-
der the altars, we found
was quite moist. The bak-
ed sand, the red burned
ground, the charcoal were
in each mound, asperfect
as If placed there by the
hands of a master mason.
Remember, thatthis skull
was lying under the red
burned sand and charcoal
and in the baked sand,
and was surely placed
there before the lastfires
went out, and so we have
the skull of a MOUND
BUILDER, or of the rep-
resentative of some race
of the age of the MOUND
BUILDERS.

‘““Col. HOWARD, Miss
AGGIE HOWARD, WILL

Continued On Page 3

ER) HOWARD, b
1870, d 1943
WALTER N. HOWARD,
b 1892, d 1918, Co.
D, 347th Inf. U.S.A.
We have many descend-
ants of the HOWARD
Family living in Fulton
Co., O.
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OBITUARY OF MRS.
D. W. H. HOWARD

MARY BLACKWOOD
COPELAND was b near
Ovid, N. Y., May 4, 1824,
and passed away at the old
farm homenear Winameg,
where she had lived for
nearly 63 years, on Sat-
urday, Jan. 30, 1915, at
the ripe old age of nearly
91 years.

In early life she moved
to Deposit, N. Y. withher
parents, where her fath-
er, a physician, practiced
medicine for a few years,
and later the family mov-
ed to Michigan, locating
near Ypsilanti., At 16
years of age, she cameto

the Mississippi River, the
U. S. Government dele-
gated COL. HOWARD to
accompany them:' to their
new home. As a token of
his kindness towards
them, he was presented
with a beautiful white pony.

In August, 1914, DR.
GEORGF WHARTON
JAMES of Pasadena,
Calif., a great student
and friend of the Indians,
accompanied the editor
of the Expositor on a
visit to. MRS, HOWARD
at her country home, and
in several letters since
then he has spoken ap-
preciatively of his visit
to the HOWARDhome, and
sorry he could not have
remained for a longer
visit.

MRS, HOWARD is sur-
vived by one son, O. E.
HOWARD of National City,
Calif., and onedau., MRS,
AGNES McCLARREN,
who with her family re-
sides in the old home-
stead farm. There are

2 great grandchildren.
Funeral services were

held at the home Monday,

conducted by Rev. W. T.

WILLIAMS, and she was'

laid to rest beside her

husband in the vault at

the brow of the hill on
which they had made their
home for so many years.
The last restingplace was
prepared for them by her
husband some time be-
fore his death.
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Issue of May 1914:

N. M. HOWARD, of
Omaha, Nebr., an uncle
of our fellow townsman,
GEORGE HOWARD, died
at his home in Omaha on
last Sunday morning. The
body was brought to Wau-
seon, on the Lake Shore
train No. 10, and taken to
the home of GFORGE
HOWARD, where the fun-
eral services were held.
His burial is in the Sals-
berry Cemetery. His
widow accompanied the
remains of her husbhand
to Wauseon.

. also 7 grandchildren and

s

HANDY
RICE’. Someone added
that she died in 1916,
aged about 90 years. She
was an early school teach-
er in Fulton County when
she was a young lady.

ROXIE

WINNAME G MOUND

(This article appeared
in a local newspaper of
about 1893 - when DRFS-
DEN W. H, HOWARD was
about 76 years of age. No
date or name of the news-
paper that printed the
story.)

“The work of excavat-
ing their mounds at Win-
nameg is now under way.
Startling developments as
to the Strange¢ Manners
and Customs of this once
mighty race, conclusive-
1y showing them to have
been co-exhistant with, if
not antedating the Druids.

“Last fall, a TRIBUNE
representative visited the
beautiful farm of Hon. D.
W. H. HOWAREL, at Win-
ameg, and while there was
told by that stalwart
ploneer, who had himself
been an eye witness of
many of the vivid scenes
enacted before the white
people came to this coun-
ty of the wonderful
things that had happened
in the neighborhood. Mr.
HOWARD’S farm, then of
course, was ctill owned
by the Indians, and had
been the site of one of
their numeroug villages.
They had also used a
portion of the ground as
a burial place, and many
have been the skeletons
of Indians which Mr.
HOWARD has accidently
unearthed. Leading the
scribe into his fine old
orchard, Mr. HOWARD
pointed to a number of
small elevations which
were distinet but had been

mnoothed and roundedov-
with age. To this
question as to whether
they were Indian graves
o not, he replied, ‘No,
[ think they are much
older than the Indians who
ever lived here lately,
This is the work of the
MOUND  BUILDERS’.
Vhen Judge HANDY
learned that there were
mounds on Mr. Howard’s
larm, he resolved to in-
estigate it, as he is an
ble and devoted student
'{ the subject. Anoppor-
iunity presented itself
a8t week and the Judge
ook advantage of it, In
he following interesting
\rticle we are permitted
0 give the details of what
h2 found, -- The Fditor.”
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“In the past week one
1¢t has been demonstrat-
|, viz; that great lost
ice  which for want
" a better name iscalled
@ MOUND BUILDERS,
once inhabited Fulton Co.
Unell now, the works in

Wlo north of the Allen
., north line, or west
ol the Lucas Co. line
have never been cer-
talnly 1dentified as the
work of these people. On
archeological maps and
reports, Fulton County
and her sisters west and
south have been a blank.
Today, on the banks of
Bad Creek, overlooking
the famous council
grounds of the POTTA-

which a large sugar ma-
ple tree is growingthere-
on, that a more thorough
examination would de-
stroy the tree, and the
other five showing evi-
dence of comparatively
recent disturbance, which
we have abanded, after
discovering they are
really the work of the
MOUND BUILDERS.

MOUND NO, 5

“Our first excavation
was Mound No. 5, shown
on the diagram. We he-
gan by digging a trench
between 2 and 3 feet in
width from the outer edge
of the mound, digging down
to the original surface of
the ground and towards
the center. This mound is
about 35 feet indiameter.
About 10 feet from the
center we found small
pieces of charcoal. The
soil when we got to the
altar, was composed of

mould 6 inches; white
sand of 18 inches; yellow
sand mixed with some
gravel at the surface. At
about the center we un-
covered two altars, one a
circle and the other par-
allelegram in shape - the
circle lyingdirectly south
of the larter. The circle
was 4 feet in diameter.
The parallelegram, as
near as we can make it,
is 4 to 6 feet.

““The altars were con-
structed inabout the samz
manner. First was the
soil. Cverlying this one
foot of baked soil - and
baked to a light brown
color. Overlying this is 4
inches of sand baked un-
til it had turnedtoa bright

Perrysburg, and taught
school there and in that
vicinity, and it was dur-
ing this time that she met
and became acquainted
with DRESDEN HOWARD
near Grand Rapids. They
were married at Monroe,
Mich. in Nov. 1842. Ten
years later they located
in their new homeat Win-
ameg, where they spent
the remainder of their
lives with the exception
of some time during the
late winters when they
resided in their home on
HOWARD HILL inthe vil-
lage of Wauseon. Mr.
HOWARD died in 1897,
MR. and MRS. HOW-
ARD were great friends
of the Indians and were
personal friends of the
Pottawatomie Chiefs OT-
TOKEE, WAUSEON, and
WINNAMEG, This tribe
of Indians oftenheld coun-
cil beside a large boulder
under a large oak tree
just south of their home.
When these Indians were
removed to the west of _



