Pioneers Carved Fulton County
Out Of Wilderness
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Fulton was the last county to while the water attracted ducks _verted into good fa}-m's‘ rﬂ}e{
be formed in the Northwestern and wild geese. . 'mgi‘ the land .for ga.15n1rrig. 3 1.‘1
part of Ohio, and it is one of the  An atlas of Fulton county pub- built log housr,s_ an de%.n’ht i:a..—
last three to be forined in the lshed in 1888, giving a separate Settlen’}ents begzn to ?[‘1 W ar,_ :t;
Sy e o omas o the. Ll peririant. ectieesmnt Hag, ik

E I hio Legisla- names of the owners o e farms - anant settlemen as ma
tm]iy SIT; atf:”uofaé;ginci:lﬁ ‘cou%ties,*‘ shows that the Sta_te of' 0?11’0 hy Eh'thlutps, mf lTbSB at Seward,
Willizms and Henry, were form- then owned 40 acres in section 35, two miles east o ,Yons,
ed April 1, 1820. Fulton county in Gorham township, which wee ) Lauber Hill
was formed TFebruary 28, 1850, in the Bean Qreek Prairie. | 7 At times two or three l?en],l,m.a
almost 30 years later. Why was| Into this wilderness came brave . r .o family came together and
not Fulton county formed earlier? men, Some were prospectors, oth- j...+.4 in the same community so

Most of the territory that now ers were looking for the fur trade they could be helpful one to the’

comprise Fulton county was cov- with the Indians while -ct-‘ne'rs‘ other in establishing homes in this
ered by dense heavy timber but came, some bringing their famil-' . country. It was in German
there were sections of low lands ies, looking for a suitable rloga.- township, at Lauhfn' Hill.  two
that were covered with water a tion where they could establish' e east of Burlington, where
large part of the year that need- a home and spend ‘th‘e rest of (ha first cc}l‘onjr_ settlement was fu,
ed expensive drainage to make it their years. The heavy timber and (.hlished in Fulton county. One,

. . r g
‘avaialble for farming. This terri- the water caused many who Were: of the early historians in this

tory was ohe of the favorite hunt- | seeking a ]ocaptiun for a home toi county in 1?37 ‘WI:O-LE the follow-
ing sections of the Indians. In pass by what‘ls now Fulton coun-, jpe concerning this colony.: :
tlie deep forests there were be-ars,fty believing it would be too ex- “The first wsettlement in this
wolves, deer, foxes and plenty| pensive for t'l}em to clear the fm"}to-wrls-hip'.was made by ‘Ge?man
of wild game and along the river,|ests and drain the. land,‘ S0 they! pioneers in 1834, They were Nlﬂl-
creeks and low lands there were sought other locations. ‘.E.ut_th_ere;n}as King; Jacob Bender, wife,
beavers, otters, minks, muskrates | were those who stayed believing ,nq seven children; Chrisian Lau-

and other furbearing animals, that the wilderness could be con—‘.—ber, wife and four children; Ja-

‘cob Grundy, wife and five ehil-
dren; Moses Kibbler, wife and six
children, amd Christian Rupp and
family. Accompanying these fam-

ilies from the fatherland were |

Henry and Jacob Roth, Christian
Reigsicker and Michael Figy, zll
young men, unmarried.

“This ‘colony was composed of
forty-three persons, all told, and
mosgt of them from Millthausen, a
small town in Switzerland. Be-
sides these were one or two fam-

ilies from the north of 1*‘1'£(nce,7
but nearly all fresh from the Old

World.

“The first house put up hy!
these colonists was ervected by
Christian Lauber soon after hic!
arrival upon section ten, Lauber|
Hill, where the family still re-|

sides at this day. The rest of the

heads of families -soon selected

their land and cabins were built
in quick succession. The only
shelter they had at that time was
the sunny side of large stumps
protected by putting up blankets.
“The men of this colony all
made their mark on’ the calendar
of time that well defines the type
if a generaticn that is passing
away; whose record for good
deeds is worthy of merit.to his-
| lory. They, we can say, brought
beauty out of a wild forest; they
| vhanged wilderness into strength;
| ey created means where there
Iwag nore, and what these colon-
¢ were to German Township in
pinfancy will live for all

Thus Fulton county has gone
lorward changing a wilderness in-
{11 one of the leaging agricuitura
| “ounties in Ohio. '

‘ Frank H. Reighard



